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Foreword 


HIS book is primarily written for the benefit 
of my three children, into whose thoughts 
certain questions relative to Science and Reli- 
gion are already beginning to obtrude themselves. 
Living in this day and age and surrounded as they 
are, and will ever remain, by associates who, to say 
the least, are in a condition of uncertainty regarding 
the normal relationship of these realms of thought, 
I find it incumbent upon myself as their parent to 
aid them, if possible, by imparting to them in a con- 
crete form according to my limited ability such 
viewpoints as I have been able to gain through much 
thinking and studying along these lines. Secondly, 
it is written for those who have lost or may be in 
the process of losing, through the influence of mod- 
ern agnostic tendencies as manifested in institutions 
of learning and in daily contacts, their belief in the 
religion of their fathers, and who may feel the need 
of some basic form of reasoning having a tendency 
to re-establish faith in Religion and in the Sacred 
Writings as contained in the Bible. 
Should there be any curiosity on the part of the 
reader as to the type of person the writer might 
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be or what is the background from which he pre- 
sumes to emerge, I submit the following: 

I was born of Nordic stock and reared in a Chris- 
tian home where the mother, now gone to her re- 
ward, acted as Priestess of the family altar. Reli- 
gious instruction began with my mother’s milk, and 
ever after while privileged to dwell in the home 
environment it was a part of my mother’s duty to 
bring to my attention spiritual values which to her 
seemed paramount. 

I was christened and confirmed in an Evangelical 
Church, to which I later belonged and regularly 
attended. I also, early in my youthful days, began 
taking active part in Sunday School work and served 
as teacher during the term of my sojourn in that 
locality. 

In my early childhood days, I experienced no ques- 
tionings as to the reliability or authenticity of church 
dogmas; but as I grew older many questions would 
arise to which I could find no answer. I was taught 
that it was sinful to question anything which my 
church included in her doctrines, and found that my 
conscience troubled me not a little on that score. 
For instance, my church in her Catechism, which I 
had committed to memory practically in its entirety 
at my confirmation when about the age of fourteen, 
taught that she had strictly adhered to the Word of 
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God and that all other church organizations were 
more or less in error. I remember that even at this 
early age I began questioning whether this really 
could be true, and if true what would become of all 
the people who belonged to other denominations. 
Following this, I began developing the idea that since 
all the various denominations made the same claim 
as did my church, and that manifestly they could not 
all be right, they must all be in error. This left me 
in great spiritual perplexity. 

About this time there came into my hands Dr. 
Drummond’s Natural Law in the Spiritual W orld, 
which I read with a great deal of interest. It ap- 
pealed to me because it dealt with spiritual matters 
from an intelligent viewpoint. I read this little 
book many times. 

One of the most satisfactory experiences I have 
ever had was that given me when I ignored every- 
thing in the entire Bible except the words of Jesus. 
I found that these words actually had life in them. 
I decided that even if one’s reading of the Bible were 
limited to the words spoken by Jesus, as recorded in 
the Gospels, it would be ample for all who might be 
in quest of spiritual truth. 

A second book fell into my hands as a gift from 
the wife of an ex-Governor of Michigan. I do not 
remember the author, but the title was Right and 
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Wrong Uses of the Bible. As I was in the habit of 
reading everything that came my way, I read it 
through carefully. But having done so, I threw it 
into the fire, feeling that its purport was decidedly 
pernicious. Years after, however, I discovered that 
reading this book had left a lasting impression upon 
my mind. I began to see, for example, that the Holy 
Bible could indeed be wrongfully used when accepted 
as final authority upon all things with which it pur- 
ports to deal. 

Later in my youthful days I read Heaven and 
Hell by Swedenborg. This volume, while puzzling 
me greatly, was remarkably fascinating to me. I 
think it has influenced my thinking to a consider- 
able extent. 

These three volumes mentioned have all been 
influential in the shaping of my religious conceptions. 

Later, in my scientific studies and meditations, my 
ideas became more and more definite and my con- 
clusions accordingly assumed more tangible form, 
finally evolving into what is to be found in this book. 

I am endeavoring, to the best of my ability, and 
with a realization of the task I have set before me, 
to give in simple language, which I fear is inade- 
quate, a written representation of the vision of 
Transcendent Evolution, as it stands so vividly be- 
fore my consciousness. Yet it is hardly a task. It 


Vili 


FOREWORD 


is, rather, a mission that I have felt the urge to 
accomplish, and am now in this book trying to ac- 
complish. Were I gifted, as some writers are, with 
power in a superlative degree to express thoughts 
almost ‘‘too deep for words,” the result as herein 
contained would be better. However, I am doing 
the best that is in my power to do, and only hope 
that some one who may read this might be helped 
a little in arriving at a more satisfactory viewpoint 
concerning the matters discussed than was his before 
reading what I have herein set forth. 

Transcendent Evolution, as I see it, and as I 
would that others might see it, is, and for many years 
past has been, one of the most cherished conceptions 
in my experience. It has set at rest a spiritual tur- 
moil which at one time was nearly too much for me 
to endure. I feel a profound reverence for the Holy 
Book, since I feel that I now understand it better. 
Moreover, Science, which has always possessed a 
fascination for me, has been placed in my mind upon 
a loftier plane than was the case before. To me, 
now, there is hardly a sacred and a secular realm of 
thought; both assume an equally sacred aspect. 

I trust I may not be charged with treating in a 
disparaging manner the values of the Holy Writ, 
for such has not been my intention. Nor have I in- 
tentionally contrasted Science with Religion to the 
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magnification of the former and the lessening of 
the latter. I have attempted to dispel the idea of 
incompatability between Science and Religion, em- 
phasizing the point that instead of Science versus 
Religion there should be the thought of Science and 
Religion, since both realms of thought form a co- 
partnership in human affairs. One appeals to the 
material things in life, which it must be said are of 
profound importance; and the other appeals to the 
spiritual in life, and is of equal or surpassing 
importance. 
O. F. B. 

1928. 
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Introductory 


BELIEVE we are in the midst of an era of 

agnosticism. Everywhere is heard the ques- 

tion, asked by a perplexed member of the San- 
hedrin twenty centuries ago — ‘‘How can these 
things be?” Now, honest questionings arising from 
the heart as well as from the head are not to be 
despised and the individual so troubled need not 
feel apologetic. It is a psychic, mental and spiritual 
phase through which many of us must pass. And so 
the person having fought the fight of doubt and won 
it, should ever maintain towards the questioner or 
doubter not only the attitude of tolerance but of 
sympathy as well. Pure agnosticism is not to be 
condemned. It is to be commended, since it shows a 
sincere desire to be informed as to the basis upon 
which a conclusion is to be reached. In the book 
of Isaiah, Jehovah says, ‘“‘Come, let us reason to- 
gether.” He who gave to man the faculty of rea- 
soning evidently respects this faculty, which is char- 
acteristic of man. Whenever possible for God, He 
desires to talk matters over with intelligent human 
beings, to the end that devotion and obedience may 
be won on the basis of intelligent co-operation. 
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Dogma appears to have had its day. Thinking men 
and women are no longer satisfied to believe a thing 
solely on the ground of alleged superior authority, 
but they desire to know as may be possible or ex- 
pedient the why and the wherefore in the matters of 
their faith. . 

Even the Bible, which during the past centuries 
has been regarded as an infallible authority upon 
all things with which it deals, is now being sub- 
jected to a bombardment from all sources. The 
question of authority, however, is not so much with 
regard to its ethical teachings as in its supposed 
authoritative accounts of matters pertaining to sci- 
entific suggestions. Scientific men are willing to 
accept the Bible as authority upon religious teach- 
ings, but not upon matters of natural science. This 
seems to be fair and logical enough, but why, then, 
do controversies arise, as have arisen these last few 
years, in regard to the authority of the Bible? The 
champions of the Bible contend that it is authority 
upon all matters upon which it deals. Since it man- 
ifestly deals with certain processes that belong to 
the realm of Science, such for instance as the crea- 
tion of the world and various other physical phe- 
nomena, there is ground for its opponents, who 
usually are of a scientific turn of mind, to not accept 
this treatment as final. 
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Undoubtedly, if every word contained in the Old 
and New Testaments be true and literally inspired 
of God, so that the writers who wrote were guided 
by the hand of God, then every word contained 
therein must be true, as God Himself is true. This, 
in fact, is the argument advanced by the champions 
of the Bible and is the basis of contention as found in 
the world today. 

That questions should arise with regard to the 
Bible’s authority is not of such significance as to fill 
one with dismay, since, in this critical age, all tenets 
regardless of the position they may have occupied in 
times past, are equally subjected to analytical scru- 
tiny. Moreover, I have observed that, regardless 
of the close investigations or even antagonisms which 
matters of belief have been subjected to in the past, 
these have not greatly suffered, but, on the contrary, 
have emerged enhanced and‘ennobled as a result 
of their fiery baptism; provided always, however, 
that they were possessed of intrinsic qualities of 
truth. In this connection we are reminded of the 
words of the poet: ‘Truth crushed to earth shall 
rise again, the eternal years of God are hers.” I 
believe with the poet that truth is eternal, as God is 
eternal. 

That questions should arise with regard to the 
Bible’s authority is natural. If in Science questions 
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are constantly being asked, why then should the 
Bible be exempt from honest questionings? In my 
humble opinion, it-is obvious that the Bible, espe- 
cially the Old Testament, is partly a product of the 
mind of man with, it is true, flashes of Divine in- 
spiration which illuminate its sacred pages. We 
may put it this way: Jt contains inspired knowledge 
but is not, in all its details, inspired. Like a golden 
vein imbedded in the rock, there runs through the 
Old Testament precious inspired truth, which only 
those will find available who laboriously search for 
it. To me, the Old Testament is a record of God’s 
attempt to reveal Himself to mankind. Now, what 
kind of minds did He attempt to reveal Himself 
to? Obviously, such minds as existed in the ages 
during which these revelations were attempted. 
Away back in the centuries man was in a primitive 
state of mentality. There existed at that time no 
scientific knowledge, and even spiritual conceptions 
were of a primitive nature. If God at that time had 
endeavored to reveal to the world things of a sci- 
entific nature, such for instance as a scientific ac- 
count of creation, then would there have been a 
vague or entirely lacking comprehension of what 
God intended to convey. 

In other words, God Himself knows how the 
worlds were made, having made them. Yet He 
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could not, at that time, because of man’s mental 
limitations, reveal these things to men. Nor was 
it necessary. The all important thing for mankind 
to learn in those days, as in all succeeding days, was 
that there existed Jehovah, God, through whom 
all things were made. The mere fact that the Old 
Testament stresses the thought of Godas the world’s 
Creator is to mé evidence of inspiration. And the 
beauty of the language, as found in the first chapters 
of Genesis, has been the marvel of scholars of all 
time: 


“In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. And the earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the deep.” 


This is not only exquisite poetry, but it is also God’s 
truth, and in this case scientific truth as well. And 
so we find, scattered everywhere in the books of the 
Bible, statements or allusions which conform to sci- 
entific truths. And yet it cannot be said that every 
statement or allusion referring to matters other than 
those of a spiritual nature, is in conformity to sci- 
entific findings. Let us be appreciative of the fact 
that we have, in the sacred writings, a revelation of 
God; also that there occur suggestions of other 
truths as well. 

The emphasis which the Bible places upon the fact — 
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verse has resulted in a monotheistic belief which has 
been influential in all ages. If we regard the account 
of the creation as inspired knowledge concerning 
the Author of all things, and not as a detailed account 
of how things occurred, we will ignore the seem- 
ingly conflicting statements contained in the Biblical 
story. But if we regard the Old Testament as liter- 
ally the Word of God, we encounter difficulties. The 
difficulties are these: Whenever the claim of infalli- 
bility is made in regard to all the things dealt with 
in the Old Testament and, to a lesser degree, in the 
New Testament, including those matters outside of 
a strictly spiritual nature, we find contradictions in 
themselves, and also conflicts between revealed 
Religion and revealed Science. If, on the other 
hand, we accept the Bible for what it really is in- 
tended to be—the progressive revelation of God to 
mankind, and man’s hunger to discover God, and 
limit the function of the Bible to these things,—then 
all such difficulties melt away. If we construe the 
Bible as a progressive revelation of God’s relation- 
ship to man, of man’s relationship to God, of man in 
his relationship to his fellow-man, and let this be the 
limit, then there will no longer be conflict between 
Science and Religion. Moreover, it can be said that 


6 


INTRODUCTORY 


we are doing the Bible injustice in ascribing to it a 
function for which it never was intended. 

Now, what is the status of Science from the view- 
point of Religion? Surely, not that it is a product 
of man’s evil imaginations? If Science in its true 
aspect were destructive to inspired Religion, it might 
justly be regarded as detrimental to humanity. But 
let us see how Science may be placed in a lofty rela- 
tionship with regard to Religion. Science is defined 
as classified knowledge. Now, Science is based on 
revealed truth, and truth, of whatever nature, has its 
source in God. ‘True Science, therefore, is also of 
God. If Science discovers laws which from the be- 
ginning have been operative in the Universe—and 
are still in operation—and this Universe is a product 
of God, then Science serves to reveal God. I believe 
that both Science and Religion serve as media 
through which God reveals Himself to men. 

Let us look at the matter in this manner: Here 
is a tree, with its roots deeply buried in the ground, 
its trunk dividing into two branches. Both branches 
are a part of the trunk. Both draw their nourish- 
ment from the same roots. Let us imagine that re- 
vealed Science is one of the branches, and revealed 
Religion the other. You see how both are a part of 
the same tree. Both draw their nourishment from 
the same source, and both serve to bless mankind. 
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Again, to change the figure, let us imagine a foun- 
tain rising in the foothills—a fountain of living water 
gushing out among the rocks and continuing as two 
streams. One stream flows through a region where 
its energy is utilized in a mechanical way, turning 
wheels and generating power. The other flows in 
a valley, where its waters moisten the soil, enabling 
crops and vegetation to grow, furnishing food and 
sustenance to man. Both streams ultimately flow 
into the bosom of the everlasting ocean. 

Now, God is the fountain, the source of these 
streams. One can be likened to the stream of re- 
vealed Science, which is actively concerned in the 
more material things of man. ‘The other stream 
can be likened to Religion, which has to do with the 
nourishment of men’s souls. Both of these streams 
have a common source, and both have a common 
destiny. ‘ 

Moreover, in Nature there is nothing static. Both 
streams, Science and Religion, continue flowing 
incessantly down through the ages, both having their 
important functions to perform for the blessing of 
humanity. Stagnant pools may, however, be found 
near these streams, where the fresh waters from the 
main source do not flow. 

Science is in a constant state of flux. Formerly 
accepted hypotheses have given way to newer, bet- 


8 


INTRODUCTORY 


ter, and truer ideas. For example, it was formerly 
believed by men that the world was flat, that the 
heavens above were a firmament in which the stars 
were imbedded; that the Sun revolved around the 
Earth; that above the firmament were the waters of 
heaven. This idea was abandoned centuries ago, 
but be it remembered that this change was not 
brought about without difficulties to those who first 
advocated the new idea. The ecclesiastical authori- 
ties of the times in which these latter lived, regarded 
them as blasphemers and persecuted them grievously. 
Again, at one time disease was regarded as a visita- 
tion of God, particularly when disease arose in epi- 
demic form. It was believed that a sinful world was 
punished because of its transgressions; that Jehovah 
inflicted punishment upon mankind in the form of 
loathsome plagues. Eventually, this idea gave way 
to the more modern belief that disease is caused by 
natural, though abnormal, factors; that God, as 
demonstrated by Jesus, the Physician, desires that 
humanity be free from disease and its tragic conse- 
quences; that, through intelligent co-operative effort, 
man can eliminate disease, or at least reduce it to a 
minimum in his experience. The pangs of childbirth 
were once regarded as a consequence of Eve’s trans- 
gression and served to remind womankind of this 
sin. But the idea no longer obtains, since Science 
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attempts to make the birth of a child devoid of pain. 
Innumerable further illustrations could be given in 
the domain of the Fundamental Sciences which cover 
the field of all knowledge, but these few well known 
illustrations clearly show the progressive tendency 
of scientific thought. Almost daily revelations are 
being granted to scientific men, causing them to re- 
adjust their present opinions so that they may con- 
form to later knowledge. Therefore, Science is not 
static. It is dynamic. A true scientist is like a child, 
humbly mindful of his limited knowledge and con- 
stantly desiring to be led into greater and more per- 
fect truth, even though these truths may at times 
upset formerly cherished ideas. 

Through honest, patient, but persistent investiga- 
tions, there have been opened to modern people new 
vistas in Nature, with limitless horizons. The po- 
tentialities of scientific discoveries are such as might 
result in a liberation of energy, which, if used un- 
wisely, may be the means of wrecking civilization. 
Discoveries and inventions which are intended by the 
Almighty to be a source of blessing to mankind may 
become utilized for destructive purposes. I believe 
Paul had a prophetic vision when he wrote these 
words, as found in his first letter to the Corinthians: 


“And though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I 
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have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have not love, I am nothing.” 


Of this age, it may truly be said that it 
understands many mysteries and possesses much 
knowledge along scientific lines; also that it has a 
mechanical faith sufficient not only to literally re- 
move mountains, but to accomplish mechanically 
anything at will. It is also true that in this age there 
is a tendency to lose sight of ethical values. If high 
moral ideals do not accompany physical achieve- 
ments, then are we as Paul says, ‘“‘nothing.”” The 
sum total of our achievements amount to nothing, if 
devoid of love for our fellow-men. Therefore, it 
behooves Science to remember always that con- 
sideration for the common good must predominate, 
else evil will result. In other words, if scientific at- 
tainments are to accomplish this purpose, they must 
be hallowed of God and consecrated by His Spirit. 

Has Religion kept pace with Science? Religion is 
represented in the world by individuals who profess 
interest in the Kingdom of God and are, themselves, 
citizens of this Kingdom. It consists of a personal 
attitude and an organization of individuals. Re- 
turning to the examples adduced, as showing prog- 
ress in the realm of Science, I am sorry to have to 
confess that before scientific men could establish 
the newer conclusions before mentioned, there was 
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severe opposition on the part of the clergy. This 
opposition at times took the form of active interfer- 
ence in the dissemination of these views, and often 
persecution of the person who had the temerity to 
hold such views. For example, since the Bible clearly 
implies that the Earth is flat and that the Sun and 
stars, as well as the Moon, revolve around the Earth, 
—‘‘Then,” said the Church, ‘‘how can it be other- 
wise?’ Again, “If God chose to inflict upon a sinful 
world a plague as punishment for its sins, why inter- 
fere?”’ said the Church of that time. Lastly, if the 
Bible states that “in sorrow Eve should bring forth 
children,” — ‘‘Why relieve a woman of her labor 
pains?” I have, in my own experience, heard this 
sentiment expressed by a devout churchman. From 
these few examples we must confess that the Church 
has not kept pace with Science. In fact, the Church 
has often intimidated and discouraged those who 
have dared to advance new ideas, and all because the 
clergy based their opposition on the teachings of the 
inspired Word as contained in the Bible. Since the 
progress of scientific truth could not forever be held 
in check, the time was when it became more gener- 
ally accepted. The Church had to fall in line in the 
acceptance of new views and often, in justice be it 
said, itself furnished the world with valuable dis- 
coveries and inventions. The point I wish to make, 
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however, is that the Church has been reactionary to 
scientific progress. 

Now, in regard to Religion in its own particular 

field, can we truthfully say that Religion has kept 

pace with Science? Has Religion made strides equal 

in significance to those made by Science? 

Let us consider the field of modern education. 
Our schools are equipped to make instruction in the 
sciences most effective. We demand that our school 
curricula embody in their program subjects which 
we deem essential to success in life. The funda- 
mental sciences—Sociology, Psychology, Biology, 
Physics and Chemistry in all their ramifications—are 
being intensively taught. In our public schools, tech- 
nical colleges, state and other universities, spiritual 
values are touched upon only incidentally. Ancient 
history and the dead languages are studied, but the 
greatest ancient history of all, the Old Testament, is 
not included in the curricula. Poetry, drama, and 
every other form of literature are made familiar to 
the student. But the sublime poetry, drama, and 
other forms of literature, as contained in the Bible, 
are not allowed to be studied. 

Has religious instruction kept pace with scientific 
instruction? In the average American home, there 
is seen today a remarkable familiarity with scientific 
matters. Especially is this true in the realm of elec- 
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tricity and radio. Is there an equal familiarity with 
religious ideas? AQ scientific atmosphere pervades 
many American homes. Does a religious atmos- 
phere likewise pervade? The Sunday-School, which 
is intended as a substitute for the home in religious 
instruction, is inadequately equipped and poorly or- 
ganized, from the standpoint of physical equipment 
and teaching personnel. Evidently the Church is 
dilatory in relation to the furtherance of the cause 
for which it exists. 

In answer to the question, “Has Religion kept 
pace with Science in the advancement of its inter- 
ests?’ the answer must be a sad negative. 

In defence of Religion, much can be said. But I 
am now comparing Religion with Science in respect 
to its purely religious activities. One is not unmind- 
ful of the millions of dollars devoted each year to 
spreading the Gospel among those who have not yet 
been reached by its wholesome influence; also, the 
splendid institutions of learning and healing that are 
supported by the Church. These are to be taken 
into account. However, in my humble opinion, more 
energy and means ought to be expended in doing 
missionary work among nominal Christians, in order 
that a larger percentage of Christian homes may be 
developed,—homes that may furnish a proper reli- 
gious atmosphere for the children brought up there. 
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By atmosphere I mean environment. More will be 
said of this later. 

Now, as to the intrinsic qualities of Religion. I 
think we are agreed that Science is not static, but 
that it is continuously advancing. Can we say, with 
equal truth, that Religion is also not static, that it 
is dynamic, and, like Science, progressively revealing 
itself in new ideas and conceptions? ‘To me it ap- 
pears that both forms of revelation, Science and 
Religion, ought to advance hand in hand. If they 
do this, the possibilities in both are unlimited. Yet 
we are led to believe, by certain devoted religionists, 
that all of Religion’s revelation is contained in the 
Bible, that the last word in spiritual matters has 
been spoken. 

Since God progressively reveals Himself in new 
scientific discoveries, is it not logical to believe that 
He is equally desirous of revealing Himself in new 
religious ideas? I am not alluding to ideas that may 
be destructive to fundamental doctrines, but which 
may be supplemental to these. Fundamental reli- 
gious doctrines, insofar as they are true, can never 
be made null and void, but new applications of old 
truths may be evolved. Since God as manifested in 
His Universe and God as manifested in His Word 
is the same identical Being, is it not to be expected 


5 


INTRODUCTORY 


that He desires us to be open to each separate mode 
of revelation? 

The Master says, “I am the Truth.” This state- 
ment, I take it, is not limited to purely religious con- 
ceptions, but to all truth, since all truth of whatever 
nature is of God. Furthermore, that which charac- 
terizes a living organism is, among other things, its 
ability to grow and to reproduce itself. Religion is 
vital. It has life, and in order that it may exercise 
its vital functions it must ever be growing and evolv- 
ing. It is therefore necessary that proper soil be 
provided, in order that Religion might find room to 
expand, as it must do, in order that it might preserve 
its vitality. 

Openmindedness of scientific thinkers leads to 
great achievements. Openmindedness among reli- 
gious thinkers will also lead to great achievements. 

Religion must be up to date. The Church must 
ever co-operate with scientific men, that its influence 
may be exercised for the good of humanity. We 
must have Christians who are scientific and scientific 
men who are Christians, in both of whom truths may 
be blended. A narrow-minded Christian cannot be a 
broad-minded scientist; nor can a narrow-minded 
scientist ever grasp Christian truths. Fortunately, 
there are many Christians who have open minds; 
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likewise, many scientists who are devout believers 
in God and Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, the Master, came to be a witness of truth, 
but only a few at the time of His physical appear- 
ance were able to understand Him. The word 
“Truth” as used by Jesus I believe implies more than 
the truth of mere salvation. This, surely, was in the 
mind of Christ, but infinitely more than this. He 
looked down the ages and saw, as the result of His 
gospel, a liberty of mind as well as a liberty of action. 
“Truth shall make you free.’ He also knew, as 
Daniel was shown in his vision, that ‘‘many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” 
But His fear was, that with the coming of wisdom 
there would be a loss of faith. ‘When the Son of 
Man cometh, will He find faith on the earth?” 
‘When Jesus says, “I am the Truth,” there is great 
meaning hidden therein. No man before or since 
His time has been qualified to say such words. Since 
“all things were made by Him,” He being the Word 
(Logos), and since ‘‘without Him nothing was made 
that is made,’”’ we may infer that He was and is the 
source of all truth of whatever nature, though many 
who devote themselves to scientific pursuits fail to 
recognize from what source their revelations come. 

New discoveries are constantly being made and 
new forces are constantly being brought into use. 
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We sometimes lose sight of the fact that the discov- 
eries we make, and the forces we make use of, have 
always been in existence, since the creation of the 
world. But it has been given to mankind, only by 
intensive study, research, and extensive experimenta- 
tion, to discover these forces, these powers, and 
make use of them. So, in the mind of the Creator 
there is nothing with which He is not familiar. He 
that constructs an intricate piece of machinery is 
obviously familiar with all its working parts. 

The secret of all natural as well as spiritual laws 
was His, and though He did not speak of these laws 
except as alluding to some of them in His parables, 
it was because men at that time were not able to 
comprehend, except in a rudimentary manner. 

Here is one of the most significant utterances 
made by the Man of Galilee, suggesting the possi- 
bilities of acquiring knowledge of truth: ‘Ask, and 
ye shall receive.” Asking implies a desire to possess 
something not yet obtained. In order to gain this 
something, we are advised to ask for it. Receive 
what? ‘That which we do not now possess, but 
which we may acquire for our needs, in our careers 
of usefulness and happiness. 

“Seek, and ye shall find.” Shall we remain smug 
and contented with present acquirements? No; the 
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Master desires us to be in quest of new knowledge, 
new experiences, and enter into new truths. 
‘Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.’ This 
implies some closed door or gateway which He 
promises to open to those who knock. He wants us 
to be inquisitive, to be venturesome. There are 
passages in the New Testament in which He speaks 
of the sheepfold as being the safe place for His 
sheep, but here He wants His followers to enter 
upon new paths, to explore new territory. This 
venturesome spirit will not appeal to all. Some are 
satisfied to remain safe in the sheepfold, feeling that 
to venture outside of its protecting walls there may 
lurk dangers. But there are others who, with com- 
plete trust in the Guiding Hand, will venture forth 
into new pastures. “The secret of God is with those 
who fear Him.” In a natural sense there have been 
those who have asked of Nature and have received 
answers, who have sought and found solutions of 
perplexing problems, who have knocked upon doors 
of mysteries and have been rewarded by their open- 
ing. In spiritual matters, we are less prone to ask, 
to seek, and to knock, in spite of the Master’s injunc- 
tion to do so. The possibilities in spiritual investi- 
gation are limitless. ‘There occurs in John’s Gospel 
these words: ‘I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye can not bear them now; but when He, the 
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Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all 
truth.” By these words the Master clearly indicates 
that His followers may expect, as they become de- 
sirous and able to receive them, new and progressive 
ideas concerning the Kingdom of God among men. 

I doubt, very much, if Christians give sufficient 
heed to these words. Is it not possible that the 
avenues of increased spiritual knowledge have been, 
and are still, closed through failure of recognizing 
the progressive nature of Religion? At any rate, I 
hold this to be true, that unless Christianity keeps 
pace with Science in emphasizing spiritual values, in 
its wholesome influence in directing man’s thoughts 
and subjugating man’s selfishness, then ultimately 
this fair world of ours will be lost, because Science 
cannot save the world. It is true that Science, in its 
various applications to human comforts, contributes 
largely to material welfare, but unless these material 
things be associated with spiritual knowledge then 
all will end in disaster. Only knowledge of God and 
the practical application of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ can save the world. Therefore, Science and 
Religion must advance hand in hand, since both are 
indispensable to mankind. 

Now, what is the argument in all this discussion 
as to the desirability and possibilities of advanced 
knowledge in Religion? I endeavor to emphasize 


20 


INTRODUCTORY 


the fact, that no matter how far Science advances in 
the natural world, how much learning there may be 
and how much culture, if these things be not associ- 
ated with God, hallowed by Him and sanctified by 
His Spirit and consecrated to the blessing of man- 
kind, they will fail of their high function and become 
productive of ultimate disaster. Material Science 
cannot save the world. Contrariwise, in its logical 
conclusion, when apart from the consciousness of 
God, it will bring destruction in its wake. For in- 
stance, witness the modern death-dealing instruments 
of warfare, which, if used as intended by their in- 
ventors and manufacturers, will undoubtedly exter- 
minate entire nations. Only one influence can save 
the world from the destructive effect of these engines 
of warfare—the influence of the Christian Religion 
—which embodies the principles taught by Jesus 
Christ, of the Fatherhood of God and the Brother- 
hood-of Man. In order that the threatened calamity 
above mentioned may be averted, Christianity must 
exercise its influence as never before in the history of 
the world and travel, side by side, hand in hand, with 
Physical Science. By so doing, Christianity will not 
lag behind but will keep pace with scientific knowl- 
edge in order that salvation of the world may even- 
tually be an accomplished fact. 
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PART I. 


INCE the Evolutionary Hypothesis is so gener- 
S ally accepted by scientific men in this day and 
age, it may seem superfluous for me to argue 
in its favor. There are few, however, and mostly 
among theologians, who cannot accept evolution as 
a biological fact, basing their objections mainly on 
the Biblical story of the Creation. Moreover, since 
evolution has been associated in the minds of many 
with certain lower animals, such as monkeys, there 
has risen a feeling of repulsion, if not actual abhor- 
rence toward the word “‘evolution”’ itself. 

The Theory of Evolution is manifestly not in ac- 
cord with the literal Biblical account of Creation, 
and if the Bible be regarded as authority upon all 
matters with which it deals, then in the minds of 
those who do so regard it Evolution must be a false 
conception. These people are sincere in their beliefs 
and in opposing anything that is contrary to Biblical 
teaching. And they have the approval of their con- 
science, feeling that they are doing God and human- 
ity service by so doing. 
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The controversy is rather acute. As illustrative 
of this you will recall the celebrated trial which oc- 
curred in the year 1925 in Dayton, Tennessee. This 
trial brought to a focus two very significant facts. 
The first of these appeared on the part of those who 
posed as representatives of Science, who in a super- 
cilious and condescending manner engaged in sar- 
casm and levity towards the Bible and its staunch 
supporters; and, secondly, the intensive, dogmatic 
orthodoxy apparent on the part of the other side. 
One cannot condone the attitude of the Evolutionists 
toward the Bible and its champions. They demon- 
strated a very superficial knowledge of basic Biblical 
truths. On the other hand, while not disparaging 
the sincerity and the zeal of the opposing group, one 
could not help being reminded of the time, over four 
hundred years ago, when Copernicus had the audac- 
ity to afirm that the Sun was the center around which 
the Earth and the planets revolve; which, too, was 
contrary to Biblical teaching. One group is com- 
posed of those who maintain that the idea of a 
gradual evolution in the creative act is contrary to 
Biblical teaching, that since the Bible teaches that 
the things created were caused to appear, fully de- 
veloped, on a series of succeeding days, any doctrine 
contrary to this is not to be tolerated. The other 
group accept scientific deduction exclusively and will 
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have nothing to do with those using for their author- 
ity the Scriptural account of Creation. To me it 
appears that both factions are wrong. By this I 
mean that the scientist can, if he will, discover in the 
Old Testament allusions which clearly point to scien- 
tific truth; and the religionists can, if they will, rec- 
oncile scientific truths with Biblical doctrines. 

I believe that the time has come when an under- 
standing must be brought about between these con- 
tending parties. Science cannot afford to make light 
of the Holy Bible any more than religionists can 
afford to ignore Science. A compromise is possible 
without either party being subjected to humiliation 
or defeat. 

In order that Science and Religion may arrive 
at a common basis to start with, let us have a 
clear understanding of the realm of thought in 
which the Bible is to be regarded as authoritative. 
Why not concede its authority on spiritual values? 
“God is a Spirit, and those who would worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” Man pos- 
sesses a spiritual nature, which gives him the ability 
to worship God. The Bible teaches that man has 
become estranged from God and shows the means of 
bringing him back. It emphasizes the fact that God 
created, that all things made originate in Him and 
are forever dependent upon Him. It shows the re- 
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lationship existing between the Creator and - His 
creatures. It also shows the relationship that ought 
to exist between man and his fellow-men. 

If this viewpoint be true, then the Bible is not to 
be construed as authority upon scientific matters, 
even though we discover illuminated passages in the 
Scriptures which suggest scientific truth. If, now, 
we accept the Bible as authority on spiritual matters 
and do not delegate to it claims which it does not 
intend to make, a great difficulty is immediately 
overcome. And yet, though one limit the Bible 
teachings to spiritual things, there are profound in- 
ferences suggested therein—extra-spiritual, if you 
will—which bear close study. Science admits it can- 
not go beyond the beginning of things, but the in- 
spired Word unhesitatingly does so. The first verse 
in the Bible says: ‘In the beginning God created.” 
This simple assertion is sufficient to answer the ques- 
tion as to what preceded creation or evolution. 

It is my humble and sincere purpose to offer in this 
thesis a reasonable conception of Evolution, based 
not only upon scientific findings, but also upon im- 
plied Biblical truths. In doing this I shall go beyond 
the realm of Physical Science and enter that of the 
unknown world, the spiritual. I shall endeavor to 
show that Evolution begins in God and ends in Him. 
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For this reason I have taken the liberty of using the 
title, “Transcendent Evolution.” 

For the benefit of those who have not yet attained 
to that attitude of mind which enables them to sub- 
scribe to the theory of Evolution, I wish to give 
some of the factors which have been determinant in 
my case. In reading what follows they will appear. 

To me, it appears that Evolution is consistent 
with God’s method of doing things. This may, per- 
haps, be regarded as a bold assertion, but let us see 
if it can be proven. Evolution means unrolling or 
unfolding, a gradual change of development in the 
history of things from the simple to the complex 
form. Nothing in the realm of Nature springs into 
being fully developed. There are always periods, 
varying in length according to the organism under 
consideration, during which this organism must de- 
velop to reach a higher and more perfect state: 
“First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in 
the ear.” Paul seems to have had this idea in mind 
when he used these words: 


“When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things.” 


First the germ cell, then the embryo, then the 
new-born, then its gradual growth and development; 


29 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


first the seed, then the sprout, then the plant, then 
the flower, then the fruit. Nature bears witness of 
this gradual unfolding everywhere. 

In a spiritual sense this same process obtains. The 
Master says: ‘‘Consider the lilies, how they grow.” 
The Bible, while not explicitly teaching Evolution, 
clearly implies it. For instance, it shows the evolu- 
tion of man’s conception of Jehovah, beginning in a 
most crude form, and culminating in the complete 
conception of God, the Father, through the revela- 
tion of His Son. It required many centuries for 
man’s conception of God to reach the lofty type 
revealed by the Son of Man. It passed through 
many intermediate stages, as disclosed in the history 
of the patriarchs; by Moses, the law giver; by the 
Psalmist; by Job, and by the prophets, until it 
reached its height in the personality and teachings of 
the Prophet of Nazareth. 

It is interesting to note how each interpreter of 
the character of God, from ancient times, had his 
idea tinctured by his own personality. To give a 
few illustrations: Abraham found in Jehovah a 
promise; Jacob, one who supported him even in his 
trickery; Moses, a deliverer and a law giver, and 
one who was extremely partial to the beginning Jew- 
ish nation. David beheld one who was interested in 
David in a variety of ways, but especially one who 
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took sides with him against his enemies. The Old 
Testament prophets had wonderfully lucid glimpses 
of His real character. Among these Isaiah, perhaps, 
ranks foremost in his lofty conception of Jehovah. 
But in the fulness of time, when mankind was most 
receptive to the great revelation, the Man of Naz- 
areth came to reveal clearly to the world not a 
Jehovah seated upon a throne, judging Israel, pos- 
sessing many strictly human attributes, such as anger, 
jealousy, regret, whimsicality, and the like, but a 
Heavenly Father who is the embodiment of Love, 
who cares for all His children, and who is always 
near at hand. This we may call the evolution of the 
conception of God. 

Again, the Bible gives us an account of the evolu- 
tion of a nation. Beginning with Abram, we can 
trace the development of the Jewish nation. The 
evolution of this nation is unique among the nations 
of the world, but this point cannot be entered into 
here. We note how the Jewish nation reached its 
zenith in the reign of Solomon. 

The foregoing examples serve to show that in a 
general way the Bible, though not explicitly teaching 
Evolution, implies it in unmistakable terms. As we 
continue our observations, we will see this more 
clearly. Turning now, for a time, from Biblical 
evidence, let us seek evidence in other fields. 
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In comparatively modern times, we can trace the 
evolution of our own nation, the United States of 
America. In the “fulness of time,’ Columbus es- 
sayed to act upon his urge to navigate the unex- 
plored ocean westward. He succeeded in finding a 
New World, and from that time we can trace, in our 
nation’s history, events which clearly show the 
gradual evolution of our nation up to the present 
time. Further, it is still in an evolutionary stage, 
and, let us hope, it will continue to enter more and 
more into the fulfilment of its destiny, in accordance 
with the mind of the Ruler of the Universe. 

It may at this time be expedient to sound a note 
of warning. History shows many nations that have 
risen, have developed, have reached their acme of 
development, and have then begun to decline, to 
decay, and to eventually disappear from the face of 
the earth. What, then, are the elements in a nation 
which insure its continuity? ‘Righteousness exalt- 
eth a nation.”’ Righteousness and wisdom in social 
and governmental affairs are the dual factors which 
continually strengthen a nation. Just so long as 
a nation maintains its high ideals, based upon 
sound moral and social factors, just so long will it be 
insured a continued existence. And just so long as 
our own nation continues to maintain its high ideals, 
it will continue to prosper. If, on the other hand, 
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we lose sight of these high ideals, it will then begin 
to meet the fate that has befallen other, one-time, 
mighty nations. 

I shall add to the above, but will not take time to 
discuss them, evolution of the various races, of 
languages, of religions, in Science, in politics, in the 
arts, in finance, in literature and in music. Many other 
examples of evolutionary processes could be given, 
but these will suffice to show the process of unfold- 
ing which can be seen in these diverse lines of human 
interest. One subject, however, deserves special 
mention, namely, the evolution of a Universe. 


THE EVOLUTION OF A UNIVERSE 


Many celestial bodies have their origin in some 
far distant past, others in a not so distant past, and 
still others are now in the process of being born. 
Each body progresses by gradual stages to maturity, 
and then enters a period of decline. Astronomers 
are agreed that the white clouds seen at night among 
the stars, the nebulae, are the beginnings of systems 
much like our solar system, although many infinitely 
surpass ours in magnitude. It is believed by these 
scientists that our solar system had a similar nebu- 
lous origin. In the present, this system of ours 
shows bodies in various stages of evolution and de- 
cline, from the hottest, the Sun, to the coolest, the 
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Moon. Next to the Sun, in point of temperature, 
come, approximately, Uranus, Neptune, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Venus, Mars, the Earth, and, lastly, Earth’s 
satellite, the Moon. There are also many smaller 
bodies in our Universe, but these are not to be con- 
sidered in this connection. Mars and the Earth are 
probably the only two planets in our Universe—that 
is, in the solar system—which at the present time are 
fitted to support vegetable and animal life, while the 
Moon has lost its life and is barren. 

In its material viewpoint, Science can go back no 
farther than the beginning of development of mat- 
ter. Logically, there must have been a “‘first cause.” 
There must have been some intelligent force to bring 
about this stupendous Universe, to arrange it in all 
its great, as well as its minute details; to establish the 
laws that have been discovered as operative, laws 
which are so orderly and systematic that they never 
conflict with each other. This intelligence, as re- 
vealed in natural laws, far transcends human com- 
prehension. As to the nature of this intelligence, 
which Science merely speculates upon, we have in 
the Word of God the answer. These are the words: 


“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” 


Here we have, in a few simple words, that which 
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answers the question which Science fails to answer. 
Long before the first gaseous nebula, in the incon- 
ceivably distant past, was caused to move in its spiral 
orbit, God existed. God is a Spirit and inhabits His 
spiritual world. This spiritual world knows no be- 
ginning; likewise, no end. Therefore, eons before 
the first particle of so-called material substance was 
brought into being there existed the spiritual world. 
We, as material beings, can comprehend only the 
things which stimulate our physical sense-organs, 
and are therefore prone to believe that the only real 
things are the material things. Yet it may neverthe- 
less be true that, were we endowed with spiritual 
sense-organs, with capacity for spiritual functioning 
in the same degree as obtains in the physical world, 
the spiritual would be equally real and familiar to 
us, and maybe more so. In order that we may in any 
measure comprehend the spiritual world, we must 
utilize spiritual organs of sense. Now, these lie 
dormant in most individuals, are slightly developed 
in others, and in only a few do they function prop- 
erly. Let us see what John, who, in great measure, 
possessed spiritual vision, says in the first chapter 
of his Gospel. 

In passing, I might say that it matters not who 
wrote the Gospel which is ascribed to John. Who- 
ever the writer was, he wrote as no other ever did, 
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and revealed a deep comprehension of the spiritual 
aspect of creation. He must frequently have rested, 
figuratively as well .as literally, on his Master’s 
bosom, in order to be informed of the deep, mys- 
terious things which he so wonderfully relates in the 
first chapter, and which characterizes his entire 
Gospel. 
He begins his Gospel with these words: 


“Tn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
Him; and without Him was not anything made that 
was made. In Him was life;” etc. 


The “Word” as used in this connection is the 
Greek word, Logos, and is defined as meaning a 
thought or concept, and the expression or utterance 
of that thought. Let us endeavor to enter into these 
mysterious utterances and see what their meaning 
might be. 

Is it not strange that humanity on this earth was 
vouchsafed the physical appearance of the Word— 
Logos—the mind of the Creator, in a unique person- 
ality, namely, Jesus Christ? It must be said that 
God has tremendous respect for humanity on this 
earth, else no such manifestation of God Himself 
would ever have been made. 

Before the inception of a Universe was launched 
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in the form of a spiral nebula, there was in the mind 
of God a complete program. He conceived in His 
mind the whole stupendous aggregation of worlds, 
including our little Earth, before taking this first 
step. The Logos, mentioned by John, was the 
thought, the concept, the plan, the vision, which was 
now about to assume a physical form. The expres- 
sion, the utterance of this thought, was about to 
begin. 

What antedated physical creation? Before the 
first infinitesimal particle of world dust was created, 
God existed. Now, out of what substance was the 
world dust to be made? Since there was no pre- 
existent material out of which to construct the first 
substance, it could obviously have been made out of 
nothing else than God Himself, out of the mind of 
God—the Logos of God—according to the wonder- 
ful statement of John. 

The comprehensive viewpoint afforded by retro- 
spection gives us a vision of God as establishing cer- 
tain laws to govern the process of evolution. These 
pre-arranged laws operate, according to His will 
and under His supervision, continuously and effect- 
ively until a point is reached where a space or inter- 
val is seen. ‘This space or interval—which for lack 
of a better word I shall designate as a gap—marks 
an epoch in evolution. Whenever a gap has devel- 
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oped this has been spanned or bridged by a special 
creative act of God, and after having thus been 
bridged, evolution takes another step forward. 

That gaps appear in the evolutionary process is 
evident. Scientists, however, while compelled to 
recognize these, because of inability to account for 
their development on natural grounds, are prone to 
explain this difficulty by assuming that while gaps 
seemingly do occur, these have been bridged by 
natural causes and that, while these are not at pres- 
ent explainable on natural grounds, the future will 
undoubtedly give satisfactory explanations. In other 
words, though gaps have appeared, they are to be 
regarded as gaps in human knowledge, rather than 
real gaps in Nature’s processes. The term “‘super- 
natural” is offensive to the instinct of the material 
scientist, who, by reason of his training and mental 
inclinations, feels that all phenomena ought to be 
accounted for on materialistic grounds, and that all 
phenomena not so accounted for, are purely the 
product of human imaginings. 

There are, however, noteworthy exceptions to 
this rule as regards scientists. Sir Oliver Lodge is 
perhaps the most outstanding exception of modern 
times. 

Scientists aver, and with a basis of truth, that 
always in human experience people have been prone 
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to ascribe all inexplicable phenomena to supernat- 
ural causes; but as knowledge has increased, these 
so-called supernatural manifestations have given 
way to intelligent analyses and universal understand- 
ing; that even today, while most of us accept the 
workings of certain instruments and devices as the 
application of natural laws and principles, there are 
those who, because of lack of knowledge along scien- 
tific matters, would see in these the supernatural. 

As to certain of the gaps discussed in the follow- 
ing pages, it is possible that in the years to come 
knowledge may increase to the extent that some of 
these gaps may be found to have been bridged by 
natural means. But there still remain, and I firmly 
believe there will forever remain, gaps which only 
the creative power of God has been and can be in- 
strumental in bridging. I do not choose to employ 
the term “supernatural” in connection with these 
special creative acts of God; nevertheless, since these 
acts, as seen from the standpoint of natural science, 
belong to the unknown, or at least unfamiliar, power 
in the Universe, they must be regarded as above the 
natural—or supernatural. Obviously, to the Creator 
all operations of Nature’s laws are natural and not 
supernatural, but to us occupying, as we do, a lower 
plane of intelligence certain inexplicable phenomena 
must appear supernatural. 
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It is entirely possible that God, foreseeing man’s 
ability to solve Nature’s riddles, and the consequent 
tendency of man to- become puffed up with his 
achievements, purposely reserved for Himself cer- 
tain “holy places” in the evolutionary process, with 
the object in view of directing, if possible, man’s 
intelligence to Himself. 

At any rate, since the “gaps” which I am about to 
point out and discuss in this thesis are, from the 
present viewpoint, real, and their bridging not ac- 
cording to known natural laws, I shall emphasize the 
part taken by the Creator in their spanning or bridg- 
ing. 

As a human parent, having carried a little child 
in his arms, permits the child to walk by his side, 
and when a break occurs on the pathway takes the 
child gently by the hand and assists him to cross 
over—to use a humble illustration—so the Lord 
of Creation, when a gap is reached in the progress 
of evolution, gives a hand to permit a crossing and 
a continuation of the journey. 


THE FIRST GAP 
I shall now endeavor to point out, in connection 
with Evolution, the progressive and consecutive 
stages, beginning before the first primeval basic stuff 
was made, and going on through succeeding stages 


40 


a ™“ 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


until we reach that stage which ends in God Him- 
self. Evolution, as I conceive it, instead of being 
regarded as a man-made conception of Nature’s 
forces is in reality a divine process, since it begins in 
God and ends in Him. We will discover, as we 
continue our study, very significant gaps in the 
evolutionary process—gaps which, under ordinary 
physical operations, could never have been bridged 
or filled, but which, nevertheless, have been bridged. 
We will also discover a final gap, and perhaps the 
most important of them all, which is bridged only 
by a co-operative effort of man. 

To go back to our former proposition: We find 
first of all God and His Word — Logos — in the 
spiritual world. Associated with Him in the spirit- 
ual world are creatures of His, of which we know 
nothing definitely, but they are frequently mentioned 
in the Bible as ‘‘angels.”’ The angels are said to be 
creatures of His, whose function in the economy of 
the Universe it is to execute the Lord’s commands; 
also to minister to those who “‘shall be heirs of sal- 
vation.”” Many beautiful and striking illustrations 
are shown in the Bible as to the nature of the work 
of angels, and much could be said of these powerful 
spiritual agents. I firmly believe not only in their 
reality but also in their benevolent ministry to human 
beings. 
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If we can conceive of God in the spiritual world 
as existing before any forms of matter were created, 
then can we visualize a gap between these two 
worlds—the spiritual and the material. God’s first 
creative act was to project, or, shall I say, inject His 
own being into a new form which previously had 
been non-existent—that new thing which we now are 
so familiar with, viz: matter. And yet, in passing, 
I will suggest that even though we claim familiarity 
with matter, we have yet much to learn. So, now, 
the gap between the spiritual and the non-existent 
physical was bridged, when God caused to appear, 
out of Himself, the primeval basic stuff out of which, 
eventually, the Physical Universe was to be com- 
posed. He chose to bridge the gap by a creative 
process, whereby he inaugurated the beginning of 
physical matter. Had the gap remained open there 
could not have been a Universe in existence. 

Is it not strange that men still hold the opinion 
that there is a dividing line between the spiritual and 
the so-called physical? From what is said above, 
there exists no line of demarcation between the 
spiritual and the physical, except as man, because of 
lack of spiritual development, constructs such a 
boundary. God truly is in all His works, and it is 
sad that the eyes of man are so veiled as not to be 
able to see Him. 
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The first gap has now been bridged and the first 
step in inorganic evolution has been taken. Let us 
see what follows. 


THE SECOND GAP 


The second verse in Genesis reads as follows: 


“‘And the earth was without form, and void; and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters, and God 
said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.” 


We believe that for countless eoris before our 
solar system, consisting of the Sun and its planets, 
came into being, other Universes had had their be- 
ginnings. But the account in Genesis presupposes 
the Earth as being the center of the Universe, which, 
of course, in the light of later knowledge was not 
according to fact. Under a preceding heading, we 
have discussed the evolution of a universe. Uni- 
verses, in number which cannot be calculated, have 
been born, have evolved to maturity, and many have 
gone into decline. It is generally conceded that the 
beginning of a Universe is a luminous, cloudy mass, 
floating in the ether, gradually assuming a spiral 
motion and being therefore designated as a spiral 
nebula. These spiral nebulae are, as has been stated, 
luminous, and can be seen through telescopes. In 
fact, the larger nebulae can be seen with the unaided 
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eye as white clouds in the heavens. Other nebulae 
exist which are still dark, and these cannot be seen 
except as dark patches among the stars. Nebulae 
are regarded as the material out of which worlds 
are made. 

Since we are particularly interested in our own 
portion of the Universe, we shall now limit our ob- 
servations to this. Our solar system represents only 
a part, and a very small part, of the whole Universe. 
The evolutionary process, however, is the same in all 
systems, from the very first that was evolved to all 
those succeeding. In point of time, as we reckon 
time, we do not know when our system came into 
existence. But we do know this, that many preceded 
ours, and others are now in process of formation. 

The primeval basic stuff we conceive to have been, 
at first, fluid (not liquid), impalpable, inert, and un- 
organized. 

The foregoing paragraph may seem unscientific as 
regards the statement that the basic stuff was inert 
and unorganized. It is difficult to conceive of mat- 
ter as existing without its quality of being not only 
made up of negative and positive particles of elec- 
tricity, but in fact being essentially electric—that is, 
electricity itself. Yet, I can conceive of that stage 
‘in the beginning’? when the basic stuff, being made 
up of small particles of matter, was inert and unor- 
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ganized, forming a gas of great rarity, each particle 
being inconceivably distant from another, and yet of 
sufficient mass to form eventually an entire universe. 

At this point let us pick up the thread of our 
study. The nebula which was destined to form our 
system, including Earth, has now been launched. It 
is composed of the primeval basic stuff, as described 
above. ‘The nebula is dark. The inspired Word 
has this to say: 


“And the earth was without form, and void; and dark- 
ness was upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters, and God 
said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.” 

As to the next step in Evolution, Science has 
nothing to say. We find in this second verse of 
Genesis, however, words which enable us to con- 
tinue. Let us translate into scientific terms of 
thought. 

The nebula, as before stated, is dark. These 
words, ‘‘and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep,”’ support our theory. But see what happens 
next ! 


“And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” 


Rabbi Herman Rosenwasser, of San Francisco, 
makes this statement, as reported in the daily press. 
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Referring to the above quotation he says that it is 
not a correct translation of Hebrew: 


“A correct translation of the Hebrew word ‘Mara- 
chefeth’ is ‘and God animated, imparted life, vivified.’ 
The words ‘the face of the waters,’ translated prop- 
erly, mean ‘animated the face of the fluid mass.’ ” 


I am not a Hebrew scholar, but this translation 
appeals to me, because it suggests what we already 
know, viz: that there could not at that time have 
been any water. This appeared much later. In the 
words, “animated the face of the fluid mass,’ we 
have a hint of what took place. This dark nebula, 
composed of basic stuff, became ‘‘animated’’—that 
is, it became endowed with energy. In other words, 
it became electrified and luminous. The nebula, now, 
from having been an inert mass, has become sur- 
charged with potential energy. So we see how in- 
spired Scripture has again stepped in and given us a 
clue to the answer which Science fails to give to the 
question, ‘‘from whence came energy?” 

In all human experience, we find energy manifest 
in Nature. Life itself is a phenomenon of energy. 
All the multitudinous forces of Nature are mani- 
festations of energy. Energy is defined as molecular 
motion. That is to say, the minute portions out of 
which matter is composed, called the atoms, are the 
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factors through which energy is produced. Energy 
cannot be created by man, nor can it be destroyed 
by man. It can, however, be converted from one 
form into another. For instance, the wind that blows 
across the heavens can be made to turn a wheel that 
is geared to a dynamo that generates electricity that 
can be used as light, heat, and other forms of energy. 
Energy cannot be destroyed. The flame that flares 
up and is extinguished in a moment is not lost. It 
is merely transformed from one form of energy into 
another. 

Since energy cannot be created by man, nor by 
natural processes of Nature, it must needs be that 
energy at first came from the same source as did 
original matter, viz: God Himself. 

Formerly it was believed that the atom repre- 
sented the finest subdivisions of matter. In recent 
years, however, it has been discovered that each 
atom is made up of still smaller particles. These 
particles are called “electrons.” These electrons 
are positive and negative charges of electricity. In- 
stead of the atoms being the units of matter, we 
now see that the electrons are the ultimate struc- 
tural units. These minute particles, the electrons, 
are inconceivably small. They are in constant mo- 
tion. This motion of the electrons within the atoms 
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It is interesting to note, that there is evidence to 
show, that the relative distances between the indi- 
vidual electrons within the atom, compared with the 
distance between, say, the Sun and his planets, or 
between the stars in the Universe, are approximately 
the same. 

And so we have learned, that when God ‘ 
mated” the inert basic stuff He thereby converted 
it into living matter. This living matter is today 
recognized as that which forms the atom, namely, 
the electrons. At one time inorganic matter was 
regarded as being inert, and the expression “‘inert 
matter” was often used, but, since the discovery of 
the structure of the atom, that it is filled with elec- 
trically charged particles of matter, these being in 
constant and rapid motion, the term “inert” can no 
longer be applied. 

Between the basic stuff and the ever-active or- 
ganized electrons there existed a gap, which only a 
creative act of God could bridge. It was bridged 
by Him and we now find in the electron a new power 
in the Universe, a potential energy which is incon- 
ceivably great. Men are only beginning to appre- 
ciate the energy stored up in the atom. The elec- 
trification of the basic stuff marks another step in 
the evolutionary process. The second great gap 
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has now been bridged, not by a natural process of 
evolution, but by a special creative act of God. 

Having gone thus far, we find that matter is a 
part of God Himself and energy likewise is a part 
of Him. We are reminded of what Peter learned 
when he was told that there is nothing common or 
unclean. It ought to give us increased respect for 
the common clay of the earth—yes, even for the 
very dust on the highway—knowing that in all this 
there is a speck of Divinity. 


THE THIRD GAP 


Having now considered Evolution as far as the 
two gaps which have been bridged by the Creator, 
let us proceed a step further to discover a third gap. 
The known Universe is apparently homogeneous— 
that is, all the bodies having reached a certain period 
of development are of similar structure, containing 
the same elements, though not necessarily in the 
same form or proportions. These elements, by 
the way, as found in Nature, are over ninety in 
number. Before considering the origin of these 
elements, let us go back to the nebula, out of which 
our solar system has become a part. In the fullness 
of time, speaking from the human standpoint and 
not from the standpoint of the Creator, in whose 
experience there is no time, there was gathered 
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together a mass of electronic matter (a luminous 
nebula) which to the people of the earth was of 
tremendous significance because it was the begin- 
ning of our Universe. We know nothing of other 
worlds, except that they are literally without number 
and vast beyond human comprehension; that many 
antedated our solar system in point of birth and de- 
velopment; that others have completed their cycle 
of existence and have gone into decline. We specu- 
late upon the possibility of other worlds than ours 
being, or having been, inhabited by intelligent 
creatures, until our imaginations reel. Then we fall 
back upon analogy, and this method of reasoning in- 
duces us to conclude that, since the Creator has 
shown and continues to show, a supreme methodical 
purposefulness in all His acts, we may with reason 
conceive of the existence of other worlds having been 
brought into being for some definite purpose, and 
not solely to gratify a whim on the part of the Cre- 
ator. If this world of ours were gradually made 
fit, through an infinity of time, to be habitable for 
animal and vegetable life, we can see no reason for 
disbelieving the same to have happened, and to 
still happen in other worlds than ours. 

We have discussed the primeval basic stuff and its 
electrification. Probably the beginning luminosity 
of the nebula was coincident with the electrification 
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of this basic stuff. The electrified basic stuff is now 
the unattached, unorganized electron, or positive 
and negative particles of electricity. A constant but 
gradual shrinkage and condensation of our nebula is 
taking place. To us, who are creatures of the day, 
it would seem, had we witnessed these events, that 
the change was imperceptible. But to the Creator, 
who has eternity in which to accomplish His work, 
for whom ‘“‘a day is as a thousand years, and a thou- 
sand years is as a day,” and who can see the end 
no matter how distant, from the beginning, there 
is constant progress being made toward that definite 
end. 

Due to the shrinkage and condensation of the 
mass, it passed from a luminous, gaseous state to 
the incandescent. The heat now of the mass is well 
nigh beyond comprehension. Somewhere along the 
luminous, gaseous stage, a comparatively small por- 
tion of the main mass became detached—in fact, 
several portions became detached at different inter- 
vals, until only one large portion remained. This 
portion became the Sun. One of the smaller por- 
tions became the body now known as the Earth. 
Still later, a body detached itself from the Earth 
portion and became the Moon. 

We will recall how the electrons were primarily 
dissociated and unorganized bodies. At some time 
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these electrons were caused to associate themselves 
together, according to a higher law and for a definite 
purpose, to form substances which we now recognize 
as atoms. The atoms of similar structure adhere 
together, yet maintain their identity. In the ag- 
gregate these atoms are known as elements, of 
which there are, as before stated, over ninety found 
in Nature. They occur naturally, either singly or 
combined, in such forms as gases, liquids, and 
solids. Familiar examples are these: gases—hydro- 
gen, oxygen, and nitrogen; liquids, very few, bro- 
mine being one; many solids, such as carbon in a 
variety of forms, from the matchless crystalline dia- 
mond to the humble piece of coal; and all metals, 
base and precious. A gas can be converted into 
a liquid and a solid, and, conversely, a solid can be 
converted into a liquid and a gas, but throughout 
all these processes the element maintains its identity. 
In combined form the elements unite with others, 
according to some affinity, and in this form they are 
known as molecules. Two familiar examples will be 
given. Two atoms of hydrogen combine with one 
of oxygen and form one molecule of water (H,O). 
One atom of sodium combined with one of chlorine, 
and the result is one molecule of common salt 
(NaCl). All elements have this in common—that 
they have distinct atoms, and, it will be recalled, the 


52 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


atoms are composed of electrons that are positive 
and negative particles of electricity. 

Science is unable to account for the origin of the 
various distinct elements. Who fixed the purpose 
and who brought these electrons together? Could 
they perchance by some accidental means, have com- 
bined to form atoms, or could some natural force 
have operated to bring them together? If this 
force could have operated in times past, it would 
seem that that same force could now be brought into 
operation to produce new and precious metallic 
substances, or at least change a baser element into 
one belonging to the precious class, as, for instance, 
changing lead into gold, as was the dream of the 
old alchemists. 

Unfortunately, we have here no hint from a Bibli- 
cal source to give us a lead, but we may safely as- 
sume that the same Power that created the basic 
stuff, that electrified it, was also instrumental in the 
arrangement of the electrons, as to number and 
form, within the several atoms which constitute the 
elements. These living particles—the electrons— 
obeyed their Creator and thus formed the elements 
for the use of mankind. 

And so between the electrified particles and the 
elements, there existed a gap, which God Himself 
saw fit to bridge, and it was bridged by the power of 
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His Word. It is not to be understood, however, that 
all the elements were formed simultaneously. This 
may have been possible, because some physicists 
maintain that everything now found in Nature was 
at one time in a gaseous state. It would seem 
probable, however, that, owing to the great heat, 
the first elements were gaseous and incandescent, 
and, as the cooling process continued, other elements 
were gradually added—not, however, out of other 
elements already in existence, but independently. It is 
true that the elements as discovered in Nature are 
related and consequently arranged into groups be- 
cause of certain common characteristics, yet each 
element is distinct by itself. We do know, however, 
that radium, which is one of the newer metals, in 
point of discovery, is constantly discharging from its 
substance electrified particles which, acting upon cer- 
tain other elements produce some changes, and that 
radium, in the process of time, may itself undergo 
changes which may bring it into a form analogous to 
lead. ‘This, however, is not a building-up process, or 
a going up in the scale of complexity, but a dragging- 
down process, going from the higher order to a 
lower. 

I think it is safe to conclude that the formation 
of these elements was an act of God. It is interest- 
ing to notice, so far as our knowledge of the struc- 
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ture of elements is concerned, that the lightest gas, 
hydrogen, has only one single electron and a nu- 
cleus; and then upwards in the scale of elements we 
find that they are all different in structure, having 
in their substance different numbers of electrons, as 
also a difference in their arrangement. So, then, 
another gap has been bridged by the creative act of 
God. This is the third in our series. 


THE FOURTH GAP 


The words of God, “Let there be light,’ have 
now been performed, but this light, as spoken of 
by the narrator of the Old Testament, could not 
have been the light from the Sun, since the Sun 
was not, according to this narrative, created until 
the fourth day. 

Let us now turn back into the eons of time and 
see what is happening to our solar system. ‘The 
rest of the Universe we will now abandon, as far as 
our studies are concerned, since the things which we 
are now to consider have to do with our own Earth. 
The original incandescent mass has been divided up 
into several portions, as was stated previously. Out 
of these portions there evolved our present solar 
system. The largest body within our solar system is 
the Sun. It is still in a gaseous and molten stage. 
We can only surmise as to degrees of heat among 
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the planets, but, roughly estimating, we find this order 
—Uranus, Neptune, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, 
the Earth, Mars, and, though not a planet, the Moon. 
All of these bodies, together with the Sun, excepting 
the Earth, Mars and the Moon, represent today 
various stages of evolution and decline. Mars is 
thought to be in the stage of decline, having lost so 
much of its internal heat that conditions favorable to 
life on this planet will comparatively soon cease to 
exist, while the Moon has lost all of its internal heat. 
With the exception of Earth’s satellite, the Moon, 
which is now cold and barren, the celestial bodies 
comprising our solar system are all losing heat. The 
Sun is still a body in a stage of incandescent heat. So 
far as we know, only two of the planets, the Earth 
and Mars, have conditions favorable for the support 
of life. The Earth has passed through its stages of 
heat, from incandescence, through gradual cooling, to 
comparative coolness, especially as regards its sur- 
face, although its interior is still in a state of intense 
heat. Because of the atmosphere and the warmth re- 
ceived from the Sun, it is able to sustain life. Without 
the atmosphere and the warmth from the Sun it 
would be a frozen mass. The Moon, as before men- 
tioned, is supposed at one time to have been a part of 
the Earth, but it has long ago lost its atmosphere, and 
therefore cannot sustain life. Mars is the only planet 


56 


oe 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


being at all similar in physical features to the Earth, 
and it is thought possible that life may be there. 
The beginning of the epoch marking the advent 
of life was the formation of water vapor. This had 
a material effect in producing atmosphere. Other 
things which preceded the advent of physical life 
were the formation of certain gases, such as oxygen, 
hydrogen, nitrogen, and carbonic acid gas, which are 
found in varying quantities in the atmosphere. The 
atoms, as described in a previous paragraph, were 
endowed with affinities—that is, they developed 
likes and dislikes, so that those that had affinity 
towards others united with these and formed mole- 
cules. Thus, hydrogen had affinity for oxygen, and 
united, as before stated, to form water vapor. Other 
unions took place between the atoms until combina- 
tions appeared literally without number. Man takes 
advantage of this affinity among atoms, to pro- 
duce at will, compounds which are of great value in 
the various branches of human enterprise. To 
mention only one series of compounds,—the coal 
tar series. From coal tar there can be extracted 
substances which, when combined according to cer- 
tain formulae, form most beautiful colors, most ex- 
quisite odors, useful drugs, and powerful explosives. 
Rocks were formed by the action of heat and sedi- 
mentation. Disintegration of rocks took place. This 
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formed sand and the basis for soil. Constant warfare 
existed between the heat of the Earth and the water 
of the atmosphere. Finally, a layer of water sur- 
rounded the Earth, due to condensation of the 
water vapor. This was at first boiling hot, but grad- 
ually became cooler. The convulsions of the Earth 
caused rocks to appear above the level of the seas. 
Areas of land arose in places, while the waters gave 
way. The Earth’s surface having now become suf- 
ficiently cooled, and the atmosphere as a surrounding 
envelope moderating the fierce rays of the Sun; the 
sea being of the right temperature and possessing 
other necessary qualities, such as salt and other 
mineral matter in solution, the time had come, in 
the process of Evolution, for the next step to take 
place, perhaps the most important step so far 
considered in the entire creative scheme, namely, 
the advent of life. 

Evidently the Creator, in His divine plan, had 
this great thought in mind, that life in due time shall 
appear. It would seem that He could not feel sat- 
isfied to rest at the point where the Earth was pre- 
pared to sustain animal and vegetable life and go 
no further. No seeming good could result in the 
production of a sterile world. So it was decreed that 
life was to appear. Whence came life? Surely, the 
interaction of air, water, and the disintegrated rocks 
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together with proper temperature, could not alone 
produce life? Was it the culmination of the inor- 
ganic evolutionary process? Science has tried 
bravely to account for the origin of life on the Earth, 
but, so far, all attempts have been futile. One theory 
is that life came to this Earth from some distant 
body, in the form of “star dust,” and reaching our 
planet scattered this vital substance. This, to my 
mind, is a rather far-fetched theory, literally, as 
well as figuratively. If the star dust theory is to be 
considered, is there not still the question to be an- 
swered, “From whence came life to that star?” 
Years ago it was held that life could be generated 
under favorable conditions. This is called the 
theory of ‘Spontaneous Generation,” but the theory 
has long since been abandoned. Let me illustrate 
what is meant by the idea of spontaneous generation. 
I have in my laboratory various nutritive sub- 
stances, prepared according to certain formulae, 
which are utilized for the growth of bacteria. These 
are called ‘“‘culture media.”’ Bacteria belong to the 
lower forms of animal or vegetable life, and some 
of them are quite resistant to heat, particularly when 
in the spore. In the preparation of these culture 
media great care must be exercised in order that, 
when they have been made and are ready for use, 
they may not be found to contain undesirable living 
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organisms. Only by the most thorough and pains- 
taking care can organisms be kept out of these 
media, which, by the way, are solid, semi-solid, and 
liquid in character. 

The entrance of organisms into these culture 
media may at times suggest, to one who is not con- 
versant with their habits, that they form spontane- 
ously, that they simply grow without antecedent life. 
This phenomenon gave rise to the theory of Spon- 
taneous Generation. The fact is they will appear 
only when careless methods are employed in the 
preparation of these substances. 

It was learned many years ago that the technique 
in the preparation of these media for the growth of 
bacteria had been faulty, and it was modified in this 
manner: The modified technique consists in enclos- 
ing, not only the media which are in preparation to 
be used for the growth of bacteria, but also the ves- 
sels which are to contain them, in copper cylinders 
called autoclaves, with tightly fitting ports, and sub- 
jecting these articles to the action of live steam un- 
der pressure. By this means, the temperature within 
the autoclaves can be raised above the ordinary boil- 
ing point of water, which, as is known, is 100° 
Centigrade. When the temperature within is raised 
to about 120° Centigrade—and this can only be 
arrived at by a pressure of twenty to thirty pounds 
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to the square inch—the contents of these cylinders 
are made absolutely sterile. 

Now, these media, when kept in flasks and tubes 
which have been previously sealed with cotton wool, 
will remain sterile indefinitely. No growth can take 
place. If, however, you remove a cotton plug and 
expose the substance within to the action of air con- 
tained in the room for a short period of time, there 
will develop bacterial growth. The conclusion is as 
follows: There are minute organisms floating in the 
atmosphere, which have a tendency to grow upon 
suitable culture media, whether these latter be arti- 
ficial, as described above, or natural, such as food- 
stuffs, and the like, and thus take advantage of 
every opportunity to establish themselves and mul- 
tiply. They can withstand considerable tempera- 
ture. But, if the vessels with their contents be 
exposed to a temperature a few degrees above that 
of boiling water, they become sterile and remain so, 
as long as no germ-containing air gains access to 
them. 

Now, what is the application? To the question, 
‘‘Rrom whence came life?’ the answer must be, it 
came from antecedent life. There being no life on 
Earth, it must have come from the Creator. In other 
words, the same power that caused the first primeval 
basic stuff to appear; that caused energy to be 
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formed; that caused the atoms to be formed, was 
also active in this instance. This power was the 
Creator. So, then, life originates from God. “In 
Him was life.’ In Him is life. 

The generation of life resembles, to a certain de- 
gree, the change which took place early in inorganic 
evolution, when the inert basic stuff was energized 
by an act of God. The physical factors necessary 
for life being in readiness, that is, the waters being 
of suitable temperature, and having certain gases 
and mineral substances in solution, God vitalized 
these substances, giving them a new energy. ‘This 
energy is life. 

Life has since been transmitted in an unbroken 
chain, from one generation to another, with frequent 
setbacks, but, nevertheless, surviving, until the Earth 
at the present time is teeming with living creatures 
of vegetable and animal nature of a great variety of 
species. So, then, between an inorganic Earth, rep- 
resented by air, water, rocks, soil, gases, and like 
substances, and the organic Earth, represented by 
the world of living things, there existed a great 
gap, which God Himself by a creative act saw fit to 
bridge. This constitutes the fourth gap in Evolution. 


FURTHER STEPS IN EVOLUTION 
We have seen in our observations thus far, how 
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inorganic evolution has progressed, with certain 
gaps which God has bridged, to the point where life 
begins. Does life remain stationary at this point? 
Does Evolution end here? You will, I think, agree 
that the sublime process of gradually preparing the 
Earth for the advent of life appears logical and 
appeals to one’s imagination. Does the Creator at 
this point change His method? Does He now, for 
instance, in one sublime act cause all the creatures 
that inhabit the Earth, in all their infinite variety as 
regards genera, classes and species, to appear sud- 
denly, fully developed? Is there any good argument 
why God, at this point, should depart from His 
usual method of doing things? It would be illogi- 
cal to conclude that the Creator, at this point in 
evolution, would depart from the process which has 
been His from the beginning of time. No, He con- 
tinues in the same manner. From now on we are 
dealing with organic evolution. 

Life at first appeared as very simple one-celled 
organisms. These one-celled organisms were ex- 
ceedingly simple in structure, consisting of but a 
single cell containing protoplasm and enclosing a 
nucleus. A good example of one-celled organisms 
is found today in the white blood corpuscles of an 
animal. There are also to be found in stagnant 
pools little organisms called Amoebae. These are 
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like the white corpuscles of the blood in structure, 
containing only one cell, filled with protoplasm, sur- 
rounding a nucleus. . Here is a point I wish to em- 
phasize: Though simple.in structure, they were nev- 
ertheless alive. They possessed all the characteris- 
tics of living organisms. They would respond to 
external stimuli; they would move in their clumsy 
fashion; they would take nourishment; they would 
give off excretions, i.e., waste products; they would 
reproduce themselves and grow to maturity. All 
these are characteristics of living things everywhere 
and at all times. These characteristics cannot be 
applied to inorganic substances. A crystal is not 
formed by a living process. It may enlarge, but it 
cannot grow. Once a crystal, always a crystal. 
Compare, for instance, a cut diamond with an 
Amoeba. The former represents crystallization in 
its most beautiful type, while the latter represents 
the lowest form of organic life. One is beautiful, 
but with no future possibilities of progressive 
change; the other is unattractive, but nevertheless 
endowed with a speck of divine life. Inorganic force 
can do nothing more for the diamond, while organic 
life offers infinite possibilities to the unicellular 
organism. 

Prior to the appearance of the unicellular organ- 
isms, the earth was sterile and made up of only in- 
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organic substances. With the advent of the former, 
life began. They had the faculty of utilizing inor- 
ganic substances already in existence and of modify- 
ing these by the process of life into substances neces- 
sary for their growth. It was not intended that these 
unicellular bodies should forever remain in their 
simple form. A higher function was to be theirs. 

The next step in Evolution was the development 
of the multicellular form of life. Let me explain. 
A unicellular organism, though simple, is a distinct 
entity and sufficient unto itself. The multi-cellular, 
as the word implies, is a body composed of many of 
these individual cells. 

Let us study these primitive organisms further. 
They can be roughly likened to the bricks that go 
into the walls of a building. The bricks are the unit 
of structure, although made up of smaller particles 
such as sand or clay. The cell came now to resemble 
in function the brick in a building, its particles being 
protoplasm, and each cell the unit of structure 
of all higher forms of life. If we now take the 
cell and compare it with the atom, there is some 
similarity as to function. The atom goes to form 
all the elements in Nature. ‘The cell enters into 
the formation of all living bodies. In the multi- 
cellular organisms groups of cells become special- 
ized, as it were, uniting to perform some definite 
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function in the body, and so specialization of work 
begins here, likewise division of labor becomes a 
fundamental law. 

It has been said that one-celled organisms combine 
to form many-celled bodies, but it is not to be under- 
stood that all are so affected. Many species of one- 
celled organisms exist even today. ‘The first types 
of Metazoa, while more complex in structure than 
the Protozoa, were still relatively simple, but as time 
goes on they evolve into more and more complex 
forms. Primarily, the organisms of both the vege- 
table and animal kingdom were identical. They 
were neither one nor the other, but had the nature 
of both. It was not until much later that the fork- 
ing took place; one branch of the genealogical tree 
becoming plants, and the other branch becoming ani- 
mals. We shall limit our discussion here to the 
animal kingdom, and shall follow only that branch 
which finally led to the development of man, omit- 
ting all but the salient features in our consideration. 

In the process of time, the waters of the earth 
became literally teeming with organic life. Grad- 
ually, physical conditions underwent changes. Be- 
cause of the instability of the Earth’s surface and 
other causes, the waters receded in places, and the 
land arose in other places. A slime or ooze con- 
taining organic life developed at the shore line, but 
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with the waters receding, many of these organisms 
perished in the dry mud. It was not destined, how- 
ever, that these primitive organisms should for- 
ever remain in that dependent state, and so a new 
law became operative, viz: that of the ‘Survival of 
the Fittest.” This law has been considered as one of 
the cruelties of Nature. It appears, from a consid- 
eration of this law, that only those living creatures 
which by virtue of inherent or acquired ability to 
adjust themselves to a changing environment, were 
chosen to survive; the others perished. Later on 
in the consideration of our discussion we shall take 
up this important point, applying it to human 
relations. 


EVIDENCE OF ORGANIC EVOLUTION 


If we are agreed, so far, in recognizing a pro- 
gressive developmental process in the inorganic 
world, beginning with the creation of the primeval 
basic stuff, with gaps that have occurred and have 
been bridged by special creative acts of God down 
the ages of time until we reach the beginning of 
organic life; then, in the organic life as far as the 
first forking of the genealogical tree, shall we stop 
and discard our Evolutionary Hypothesis? It would 
be exceedingly illogical so to do. ‘Therefore we 
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shall proceed; but first let us consider the evidences 
of organic evolution. 

What are the evidences of organic evolution? Of 
Evolution it may be said that it “represents the 
present as the child of the past and the parent of 
the future.’’ It is a ‘working hypothesis which gives 
us a master key to unlock many doors.” It is emi- 
nently logical and in accordance with God’s method 
of doing things. It is methodical, and in conformity 
with God’s system of orderliness. 

The historical evidence is contained in the won- 
derfully complete fossil series, as illustrated in the 
story of the horse, the elephant, and the crocodile. 
We have in each case a practically unbroken chain, 
as shown in the fossilized remains, of the progres- 
sive development of these animals. Since the horse 
is such a well known animal, it may be of interest 
to give its developmental stages. These are very 
definite indeed. ‘The earliest known ancestor of the 
horse was the four-toed Eohippus, about one foot 
in length. Next came the Orohippus, still four- 
toed, but a little larger. Then, the evolutionary 
process produced the three-toed Mezohippus, about 
the size of a goat; the Meryohippus, still larger, 
and with the middle toe, formerly touching the 
ground, now leaving the ground and two other toes 
slightly touching; the Pliohippus, standing on one 
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toe, with the two others drawn still farther back 
and much shortened—now about forty inches high 
at the shoulder; the Hipparion, or direct ancestor 
of the modern horse, with one greatly enlarged toe, 
the other toes atrophied and remaining only as 
vestiges; and finally, the Equus, or modern horse. 

Thus we see in the various strata of geological 
formations, corresponding to certain periods of the 
Earth’s development, unmistakable evidence of the 
evolution of a common domestic animal. Other 
animals have an equally indelible record, as shown 
in the fossils contained in the rocks. But space 
forbids discussing them. 

Embryology furnishes further evidence of evolu- 
tion. In the human embryo, there is found an 
opening in the neck, which, fortunately for the child, 
closes before its birth. This opening, or cleft, cor- 
responds to the gills of fishes. 

As experimental and genetic evidence, we see 
many plants and animals passing through evolu- 
tionary processes before our very eyes today. Cer- 
tain known principles are being made use of by 
man in the propagation of plants and animals to 
modify almost at will, inherent qualities in their 
structure and habits. 

Again, man has tiny muscles around the ears, 
which in the horse and other animals are used to 
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change the position of the ears, but in man because 
of lack of usage have become atrophied, but still 
exist as vestiges. The appendix in man is another 
vestige of a part of the intestine in some of the 
lower animals, which in man has ceased to function. 

Anatomical evidence is exceedingly convincing in 
its quality. The front limbs of backboned animals, 
such for instance as the paddle of a turtle, the flap- 
per of a whale, the wing of a bird, the foreleg of a 
horse, and the arm of man, all have the same bones 
and muscles. As for the apes, man and the higher 
apes have practically the same bones, the same 
muscles, the same nerves, and the same blood ves- 
sels. The greatest proof of all that the higher apes 
and man are closely related is furnished by the 
blood test. If human blood is transfused (injected) 
into the veins of a dog, or any other animal including 
even a monkey, it behaves as an enemy to the blood 
of that other animal, and a destruction of the red 
blood corpuscles of one or the other results. If, 
however, it is mixed with the blood of one of the 
higher apes, there is a harmonious mingling. There 
is a still more delicate blood test, a description of 
which is too complicated and technical to enter into 
here, but when performed is startlingly conclusive, 
and, as Professor Schwalby says: 
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“We have in this blood test not only proof of the 
literal blood relationship between man and apes, but 
even the degree of relationship with the different 
main species of apes can be determined beyond the 
possibility of a mistake.”* 


These conclusions, however, need not jar our sen- 
sibilities. The fact is that while man and the higher 
apes had a common ancestry and that they are, as 
Sir Arthur Thompson says, “branches from the 
same stem,” the cleavage of the man branch from 
the ape branch took place millions of years ago, and 
the chasm which separates even the higher apes 
from man is so great that it can well be said that 
man forms a “‘new departure in the gradual unfold- 
ing of Nature’s predestined plan.” Having now 
touched upon the evidences which Science has ac- 
cepted as conclusive of the fact of organic evolu- 
tion, let us proceed with our subject. 

Space will not permit of any extensive discussion 
concerning the steps in the upward progress of 
animal life which ended in man. One observation, 
however, can be made here with regard to the over- 
whelming feeling of the slowness of the changes that 
occurred. Yet, in spite of the length of time which 
elapsed to bring about these changes, we may feel 
sure that there was constant progress being made, 


*Thompson: Outline of Science. 
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though not without many retarding influences. Un- 
doubtedly, many cataclysmic events befell the deni- 
zens of these ages. It will be recalled how unstable 
were the forces of Nature in this formative period. 
Consequently, it must have taxed the powers of 
living creatures in those days to adjust themselves 
to an ever-changing environment. Tedious it would 
have seemed to intelligent beings, had they lived 
then, to observe the imperceptible changes that 
were occurring in organic life. In God’s mind, how- 
ever, there is no time as we conceive of time. He 
has all eternity in which to carry on and complete 
His purpose. The evolutionary period could not be 
reckoned in years, but in hundreds of thousands of 
years, or more probably in millions of years. 

The question may be asked, how do we know 
when the various animals and plants were estab- 
lished on the earth? The answer is that the sedi- 
mentary rocks have, buried in their substance, the 
fossilized remains of the life that existed during 
the time when these rocks were in the process of 
formation. Table I, adapted from Professor 
Thompson’s Outline of Science, shows the time of 
appearance of the different forms of life on the 
Earth as revealed by the fossils in the rocks. The 
history of the Earth and its inhabitants is divided 
into three great eras, much like the three periods 


72 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


which divide human history, viz: Ancient, Medieval, 
and Modern. The eras of the Earth’s development 
are accordingly: Ancient—Paleozoic; Medieval— 
Mesozoic; Modern—Cenozoic. Each of these 
three eras is subdivided into periods—the Paleozoic 
into six periods, the Mesozoic into three, and the 


Cenozoic into three. 


Tue SucceEssIVE APPEARANCE OF DIFFERENT ForMS 
oF Lir—E THRouGH THREE GEOLOGIC ERAS 


Eras 


PALEOZOIC 


MESOZOIC 


CENOZOIC 


WN Wh 


Periods 


Peopling of the sea 


. First fishes 

. Land animals begun 
. First amphibians 

. Rise of insects 

. Rise of reptiles 


Rise of dinosaur reptiles, such as 
turtles and other monsters with 
unpronouncable names 


. Rise of birds 

. Rise of primitive mammals 
. Rise of higher mammals 

. Appearance of man 

. Great Ice age 


THE HUMANOIDS 


We are now approaching the culmination, the 
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climax, as it were, of animal evolution. The Biblical 
account of creation places man as the final creative 
act of God. Science does the same. The Bible says 
that God created man out of the dust of the Earth, 
and this I assume means that man is of the Earth 
earthy. This is true not only of man, but of all 
organic life as well. Many elements of Nature are 
called upon to furnish the structure of a living 
organism. Chemical analysis of animal tissue dis- 
closes the fact that the bones contain mostly calcium 
(lime) and phosphorus in combined form. ‘The 
blood contains iron and salt; the thyroid gland, 
iodine; and so on. In fact, many chemical sub- 
stances are found in the body in various quantities, 
and all are essential. And so we see that the ex- 
pression, “Dust to dust, ashes to ashes”’ is literally 
true. 

The interesting point now is, how did man 
evolve? Let us imagine a tree with several 
branches, or offshoots. This is the genealogical 
tree. In the course of time this tree developed a 
large branch, which we will call the Primates stem. 
Later this stem gave off branches. This branch- 
ing took place in the Eocene period, several 
millions of years ago. First, there arose a small 
branch from the main stem, from which the South 
American monkeys came, and next the Old World 
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monkeys. Later, in the Oligocene period, other 
branches were given off, until there was left only 
one common stem, the stem of the large apes and 
man. ‘This stem branched into two, one formed the 
higher apes, such as the gibbon, the chimpanzee, 
and gorilla, and the other became the humanoid 
stem, the precursors of man. This cleavage took 
place possibly in Asia, near the African border, 
where the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers run. 

Did man descend from ‘‘monkeys”’? If you have 
a clear mental picture of this stem called the Primate 
stem, you will see that monkeys and man had orig- 
inally a common ancestry and that about two or 
three million years ago there was a cleavage in this 
stem, one branch continuing as the monkey or ape 
stem and the other as the human stem. It is there- 
fore incorrect to conceive of man as being ‘“‘de- 
scended”’ from the apes. It would be just as cor- 
rect to say that monkeys descended from man. A 
separation took place. The monkey stem went one 
way, and the human stem the other. 

As we go on, we shall discover another great 
fact, namely, that while monkeys and apes, after 
reaching their full development, remained station- 
ary, man continued to evolve into creatures more 
and more resembling real men, until there appeared 
a creature called the humanoid. ‘These were the 
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immediate predecessors of man. The suffix “‘oid”’ 
signifies “‘like,’’ or ‘‘resembling,’’ and so the word 
“humanoid” means “like humans’ or ‘resembling 
humans.” In other words, these beings had certain 
characteristics of men, and yet were not real men. 
We have read of the finding of fossil remains of 
these beings. They have been discovered in several 
divergent places, and have been named after the 
localities where these discoveries have been made. 
Thus we have the Java man, the Heidelberg man, 
the Neanderthal man, and, lastly, the Galilee man. 
The last was discovered not long ago in Palestine. 
These fossil remains are all representatives of types 
of “tentative” or humanoid man. While these 
creatures were not real men, they were infinitely 
superior to the highest apes that ever existed. They 
are not to be regarded as representatives of the 
long-looked-for “missing link,’ since they do not 
occupy the intermediate stage between apes and 
man. The missing link has not yet been found! 


THE FIFTH GAP 


Let us summarize the discussion up to this point. 
Organic Evolution began as simple one-celled bodies, 
then many-celled bodies, progressing to a cleavage 
resulting in the vegetable kingdom and the animal 
kingdom. The animal trunk evolved into the Pri- 
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mate stem. The Primate stem divided into off- 
shoots, represented by monkeys and apes, while the 
main stem continued as the human stem. The human 
stem evolved into the humanoids, and at this point 
natural evolution ceased to operate. The human- 
oids represent the highest point of animal evolution. 
Between these beings and man a gulf existed. Sci- 
ence is at a loss to account for man. The gap which 
existed between the higher animals, the humanoids, 
and man has not been bridged by a “missing link.” 

I believe that the Bible can help us again here. 
You will remember how God, in His divine economy, 
utilizes things already in existence, wherewith to 
produce something of a higher order—always from 
a simple to a more complex organism. In Genesis 
we read, ‘‘and God said, ‘Let us make man in our 
own image.’’’ This seems to imply that there were 
at that time in existence creatures not yet in the 
image of God. A new creature was to be brought 
into existence. I fully believe that at this point God 
made use of these higher animals, the humanoids, 
and gave them “a living soul.’”” Whatever the words 
‘ta living soul’ might mean, we know that man be- 
came endowed with something which animals do not 
possess, and among these things there is the capacity 
for worship and of receiving a conception of the 
Deity. While it is true that among the lowest order 
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of human beings there is little to distinguish them 
from animals, yet upon a closer investigation they 
are found to possess, though in a crude form, cer- 
tain qualities which forever separate them from 
animals. One quality, for instance, which is ever 
apparent, is the instinct for the worship of some 
higher being—be it voodoo, fetish, or idol. No 
animals have ever been known to exhibit a tendency 
to worship a creature of their imagination. Humans, 
therefore, are potential worshipers, but animals are 
not. 

The demarcation between the higher animals and 
the lowest man is evident. It will be easy to see how 
a gap existed and still exists. And so the gap which 
existed between these highest animals and man was 
bridged, when God by a special creative act endowed 
these animals with ‘“‘a living soul.”” This new man, 
scientifically known as the Cro-Magnon, marks the 
beginning of the first real man. Skeletons of this 
modern type have been found in many places, and 
the district known as Cro-Magnon has furnished the 
name. ‘These men, whose skeletons have been re- 
peatedly found, lived in the so-called Ice Ages. 
Their mode of living was very simple, but much 
superior to that of the humanoids. Because of their 
habit of living in caves, they have been termed cave- 
men, also Paleolithic men. Thus, between the 
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humanoids and real men—the former the highest 
type of animal, and the latter the lowest type of real 
man — a gap existed, which God bridged, and this 
constitutes the fifth in our series. 


THE SIXTH GAP 


The “image”’ of God in man, as mentioned in the 
creative story, has been of slow development. God 
implanted in many, but not in all of the humanoids, 
something peculiarly of Himself, which according 
to evolutionary law would in time reach its com- 
plete fruition. This speck of divinity may be likened 
to a germ plasm of a new life, analagous to the 
impregnated ovum within the female of the species, 
which in the course of time would result in the birth 
of a new being. There is this difference, however, 
that whereas the germ of new life in the animal 
organism will under normal circumstances develop 
into offspring, the germ plasm of divinity in natural 
man may under adverse circumstances lie dormant 
indefinitely. The sublime allegorical account of 
Adam and Eve, the Garden of Eden, suggests 
deep spiritual truths, which we cannot enter into 
here, but which represent man in a somewhat ad- 
vanced stage of development. 

The humanoids, having fulfilled their function as 
predecessors of man, eventually disappeared from 
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Earth, and new man took their place. In reading 
the history of the evolution of the human race, we 
see how gradual has been the change from the first 
type of man, the Paleolithic, down through the ages 
to modern man. The question arises, will there in 
time evolve a superman? Since Evolution is never 
at a standstill, but constantly progressing, there is 
ground for a belief that a superior type of homo 
sapiens will arise. In spite of the height of present 
physical, mental, social and political attainment of 
the human race, there is yet room for further ad- 
vancement. Let us now see if we can discover how 
this can be brought about. Let us assume that 
natural, modern man has reached the acme of de- 
velopment along all lines of human achievement. 
What is there yet lacking to make him the super- 
man of our vision? 

For illustrative purposes, I will take a representa- 
tive of man that existed some two thousand years 
ago. He was a Jew and lived in Palestine, and his 
name was Nicodemus. In all probability, he was a 
man of the highest type of his age, educated, cul- 
tured, refined, possessing, in short, all the various 
characteristics which go to make up perfect man- 
hood. He was a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin 
and a leader among the Jews. He was a representa- 
tive of the best that society of that age could pro- 
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duce. He had heard of the Prophet who went about 
raising the dead, healing the sick, and performing 
other miracles, and preaching a new doctrine. Be- 
ing conservative in his attitude towards new things, 
and not wishing to compromise himself, he thought 
it a good policy to get first-hand information of 
Jesus of Nazareth. He went to see Jesus at night. 
Jesus did not resent his coming at night, but re- 
ceived him with His customary courtesy. In the 
course of their conversation Jesus said, ‘“Ye must be 
born again,”’* or “Ye must be born from above.” 
This solemn statement on the part of Jesus greatly 
perplexed the learned visitor. , He said, ‘“How can 
a man be born again when he is grown? Can he 
again enter into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

Now, just what did Jesus mean? Jesus had in 
mind a higher type of man than natural evolution 
had yet produced. Also, He had in mind the gaps 
which already had existed and which had been 
bridged by God, the Word (Himself), in the proc- 
ess of Evolution, from the beginning of time to the 
present. He saw the gap that now existed between 
the highest and most cultured natural man, and the 
man of spiritual re-birth. He said, “That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh” —that is to say, it remains 
flesh and continues to have a material outlook upon 


*See John 3. 
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things, and “‘That which is born of the Spirit is 
Spirit.” This means that there is still another realm, 
which is as yet a terra incognita to ordinary men. 
“Except ye be born again, ye can not see the King- 
dom of God.” ‘Marvel not that I say unto thee, 
ye must be born again.” According to the view- 
point of Jesus, who had been instrumental in bridg- 
ing sO many previous gaps, it was considered essen- 
tial that this other gap, between the natural man 
and the spiritual man, should be bridged. 
Nicodemus, however, could not comprehend the 
Master’s words. He did not know about the proc- 
ess of Evolution—how it had always been necessary 
for a birth from above to take place, in order that 
progress might not cease. He did not know that 
God had said to the cosmic dust, ‘“You must be born 
from above,” and thus gave it life; that the new- 
born electrons had been told, ‘‘You must be born 
from above,” and thus the electrons had evolved 
into a higher realm of activity, viz: in the atom, 
to be arranged, according to God’s purpose, in 
molecules, out of which all things physical are con- 
structed. He did not know that, seemingly, these 
molecules had been told to be born from above, and 
thus enter into organic life; that organic life, after 
progressing, according to God’s plan, from the sim- 
ple one-celled organisms to the multi-cellular organ- 
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isms, from the simple, primitive form of life to the 
complex animal structure of the humanoid animals; 
—that these humanoid animals had been told, ‘You 
must be born again,” and God breathed into their 
nostrils the breath of life and made them into the 
image of God—real men. And now, when he was 
told that all men from the humblest to the greatest 
had to be born again in order that they might enter 
into a greater life, he was puzzled. 

Jesus recognized a great gap between natural 
man and spiritual man, and stated emphatically that 
the only way by which this gap could be bridged was 
by the process of a new birth. This is the sixth and 
last in our series. It differs, however, from the 
former gaps, in this respect, that it is an individual 
affair and requires a voluntary act on the part of 
the individual, in order that he may span the gap 
and enter the new and higher life. 


“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but can not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth; so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit.” 

This is a mysterious process, therefore, to those who 
have been the recipients of birth from above. Had 
there been consciousness on the part of the sub- 
stances and bodies acted up by the Creative Force 
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in elevating these to a higher plane, there would not 
have been a comprehension of what had taken place. 
Again, had consciousness existed on the part of those 
of the same class, but who were not acted upon by 
the Creative Force, there also would not have been 
comprehension as to what took place. These phe- 
nomena must be judged by those occupying the 
higher level. From a natural, human viewpoint, no 
spectacular phenomenon occurs when a fellow being 
is born again. It is still a mysterious process. 
On the other hand, the person having been the recipi- 
ent of this new birth, though not knowing how or 
when the event took place, becomes more and more 
conscious of a new living force within him. To the 
one not acted upon, the new birth appears a sham 
and a fallacy, but to the individual living the new 
life it becomes one of his great realities. 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘“‘Marvel not.’ Had 
Nicodemus known who Jesus was, he probably 
would not have marveled. He did not know that 
Jesus who now talked with him was the Word, 
the Logos of creation; that this Word was 
the expression of the Creator’s mind; that Jesus, 
by virtue of having been the active agent in the crea- 
tion of the Universe, had complete knowledge of the 
materials to be acted upon and the forces which had 
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been operative in the process; that He was the su- 
preme authority upon the subject He was now dis- 
cussing. In other words, Jesus meant to convey to 
His listener that He wished him to feelthat He 
knew what He was talking about. 

In reply to the question put by Nicodemus, ‘How 
can these things be?”’ He said, “Art thou a teacher 
of Israel and knowest not these things?” Here is 
a mild rebuke, and no doubt deserved, else these 
words would not have been spoken. We may infer 
that, owing to the intellectual attainments on the 
part of Nicodemus, he ought reasonably to have 
acquired knowledge of these mysteries. 

Yet we cannot afford to be too severe with Nico- 
demus. Like many of the present time, he had not 
the spiritual viewpoint. Birth to him was associated 
with a physical process, and he could not then com- 
-prehend a phenomenon of such a character as that 
which Jesus was now revealing. I like to think of 
the possibility of that same mysterious new birth 
taking place in the learned ruler at about that time, 
and the feeling of astonishment on his part when 
he later discovered that something mysterious had 
wrought a change within him, and that now he could 
confirm in his own experience the truth of the words 
of Jesus. 
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Unlike the other gaps in Evolution, this sixth gap 
requires a personal attitude for its bridging. This 
is particularly true. in adults, who, as many can 
testify of their own experience, must pass through 
veritable pangs of travail in the process. ‘These 
know for a certainty that a new birth is not a theory 
but a fact. On the other hand, observation shows 
that in children, whose minds are still plastic and 
who are naturally more impressionable and never 
far from the spiritual world, the process may even- 
tuate without their knowledge regarding the same. 
In their case, all that is required is a proper soil 
for the implantation by the Spirit of the embryo of 
a new creature. 

The sixth and last gap has now been bridged, but 
not as in former instances with regard to the group. 
It is an individual matter. A more selective process 
obtains here. This selection is not on the part of the 
Creator, but on the part of man, who is himself the 
determining factor. In other words, the phenome- 
non of a spiritual re-birth is not forced upon the 
individual. A voluntary or, at most, a receptive 
attitude must pre-exist. 

The higher we go in the process of evolution, the 
more distinctly individualistic does it become. I am 
not in position to know, but I believe that in the fifth 
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gap, where the change from the humanoid to the 
human took place, a similar individualistic factor 
was operative. Are there still more gaps to bridge? 
God only knows. This we may assume, however; 
that since there is no end to time, there likewise 
should be no end to progress. In the spiritual world 
all things are possible. Whether or not other gaps 
may be encountered does not concern us now. But 
this we may say: the ultimate development of the 
spiritual in man is in the eternal eons of God. 

If you have followed me in this discussion of 
Evolution from the point where God antedated the 
formation of a Physical Universe, through the inter- 
mediate epochs separated by gaps which have been 
bridged by Him, down the periods of time until the 
final gap is reached, having on one side the perfected 
physical creation and on the other side the spiritual, 
you will see how the conception of Transcendent 
Evolution begins in God and ends in Him. 

Before the beginning of this Divine Evolutionary 
Process we discover God, and at its end we again see 
Him; and thus the Evolutionary Cycle is complete. 

Does not the contemplation of the majesty of the 
Creator, as revealed in the conception and complete- 
ness of His great work, fill one with reverent awe and 
adoration? More than this. Not only is one filled 
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with awe and adoration but there is a sense of pride 
in being not only the objects of the purpose and 
power of God but also in being called upon to con- 
. tribute, though in a humble capacity, in the work of 
the Lord of Creation in the accomplishment of His 
Great Plan. May the light of perfect knowledge 
cause all clouds to disappear! 
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Reflections 


N looking back upon the subject matter that 
has been treated in the preceding pages, certain 
lines of thought naturally develop, and I shall 

under this caption devote some pages to these 
observations. 


THE DIVINE PCAN OF THE AGES 


The Personality of God is beyond human com- 
prehension, and so is everything pertaining to Him 
including the attributes taught by the Christian . 
Church. Omnipotence is understandable, yet there 
seems to be a limit to His power where man is con- 
cerned. He has purposely so constructed man that 
by the effort of will, on the part of a human indi- 
vidual, God’s purpose with him may seemingly be 
frustrated. We are reminded of an incident in the 
life of Jesus when it was said of Him, “He could do 
no miracle there because of their unbelief.” Since 
we are not to attempt a discussion which has en- 
gaged theologians for centuries, we will let this pass. 
Omniscience likewise is understandable, but when 
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we come to Omnipresence our minds stagger. We 
are taught by experience that a body cannot occupy 
two places at one time. 

The theological conception of God as a Trinity 
is also past human comprehension. That the Father 
from eternity begat the Son; that the Son from 
eternity was begotten of the Father; and that the 
Spirit from eternity proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, we may accept as an Article of Faith, but 
our intelligence must be held in abeyance while so 
doing. Far be it from me to attempt to elucidate 
these conceptions, or to give them a scientific explan- 
ation. If, however, we think of the Trinity as being 
constituted of the Father, the ‘I am” of the Bible, 
the One Supreme Being; and the Son, as shown by 
John in his Gospel, as the Word (Logos), the 
thought, or the expression of a thought; and the 
Spirit as the medium by which the Thought is ex- 
pressed (somewhat analagous to a body, a mind, and 
activity wherewith to express the mind), we may 
arrive at some understanding of these mysteries. 

It appears that God, before a world was in its 
incipiency, had previously planned, in all details, this 
particular world. Can it not be possible that this 
world, as evolved and still evolving, had a spiritual 
reality before the physical manifestation was made? 

Is it possible that the real is not the physical but 
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the spiritual, and that the physical things that we 
see, feel, hear, touch, and so on, are but images and 
counterparts of the spiritual? A suggestion of these 
things is found in the letter to the Hebrews, where 
Paul, in speaking of shadows and realities, says, 
concerning the Jewish Priesthood: 


“Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly 
things, as Moses was admonished of God when he 
was about to make the tabernacle; for, See, saith he, 
that thou make all things according to the pattern 
shewed to thee on the mount.” 


I believe, therefore, that there is ground for the 
assumption that all material things are images and 
counterparts of spiritual things. 

Asa part of the Divine Plan of the Ages, one must 
include the ‘salvation of man.’ Without going into 
a discussion of the theological aspect of the subject, 
we may look at it from another angle. As a part 
of the Plan it was the intention that man, as the 
highest being in creation, should enjoy to the utmost 
his earthly existence. The allegorical episode con- 
cerning Adam’s fall is pregnant with meaning. Since 
man, as differentiated from the animal from which 
he sprang, became endowed with certain attributes, 
such as a capacity for worship, and had a tendency 
to worship that which was not God, it became neces- 
sary that through much experience he be made to see 
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the only true God, viz: the Creator of the Universe. 
Being of the Earth earthy, that is carnal, he could 
not by himself, unaided, enter into that relationship 
which would enable him to see God. In order for 
him to gain this vision, a supernatural phenomenon 
had to take place in his consciousness. ‘This phe- 
nomenon is recognized as a spiritual re-birth. Adam, 
as I understand the matter, represents natural man 
as evolved in accordance with natural laws, possess- 
ing, as before mentioned, a capacity for worship and 
the recognition of spiritual values, a capacity but as 
yet undeveloped. He had gained knowledge of 
good and evil through experience, but was not able 
without divine aid to profit by that experience. His 
natural tendency was to live the materialistic life, 
that is the life of the flesh, as instinct would induce 
him to live it. This natural instinct concerned itself 
with primitive impulses, such as defending himself 
against foes, both passively and actively; providing 
shelter against unfavorable conditions of weather; 
propagating offspring and defending the mate; pro- 
viding food, and otherwise gratifying his appetite. 
To change these inherently selfish impulses into 
those of consideration for the common weal, or for 
others, required divine leadership and inspiration. 
We can trace down through the history of the de- 
velopment of the races the gradual changes that 


94 


REFLECTIONS 


have occurred in the evolution of man, from the 
attitude of living for himself alone to that of man 
in his attitude towards the common good of the 
larger number—from the selfish to the altruistic. 
This developmental process is a part of the salvation 
of man, and reached its highest point in the person- 
ality of Jesus of Nazareth, who taught and exem- 
plified the rule to do unto others what one would 
have others do unto one’s self. However, the 
Plan goes still farther. Since man, of himself 
alone, cannot reach the ideal set before him by the 
Great Example, a necessary change had to be 
wrought in his consciousness—a change which verily 
makes of natural man, with his dominating selfish 
impulses, a new creature. ‘The transition from the 
natural to that of a God-like state, though neces- 
sarily slow of development, is to be regarded as a 
logical sequence. And so, a new birth, having taken 
place, the resultant impulses become God-like, and 
love for God and His commandments takes the place 
of fear of punishment for disobedience, and love for 
one’s fellow-men takes the place of love for self. 
What the ultimate stage of spiritual development 
promises to be, we can only hazard a guess. We 
are taught, however, that eventually we shall be- 
come as the Christ with all His perfect attributes. 
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ty 
When this# stage is reached then is man, indeed, 
saved, * 

In connéction herewith, it is interesting to note 
the evolutionary attitude of the Churches towards 
salvation. It appears that originally the idea of 
Salvation was that of accepting a formula which 
would enable one to escape the inevitable punish- 
ment for one’s misdeeds. The punishment of ‘sin 
was relegated to a future existence, wherein the un- 
repentant sinner was forced to exist in a hell always 
burning with fire and brimstone. ‘The repentant 
sinner, on the other hand, by virtue of faith in the 
vicarious sacrificial death of the Saviour, was des- 
tined to live a life in Heaven, a place above the 
Earth somewhere in which he would forever enjoy 
the ecstasy of perfect bliss, doing nothing but prais- 
ing God by singing and playing on a stringed instru- 
ment. 

Later in the history of the Church it seems as if 
Salvation embodied the idea of actual separation 
from human associations, together with various 
forms of abnegation, which led to many bizarre 
practices. 

Still later the idea was in vogue that since Christ 
suffered for the sins of mankind thereby appeasing 
the wrath of God, all that was required of the sinner 
was to accept this fact as an article of faith, sub- 
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scribe to the Church Doctrine, and conform to cer- 
tain rituals in that religious body; confess his sins 
and receive forgiveness—all without much concern 
regarding his daily conduct. 

All these Dogmas I hold to be more or less true, 
but in my opinion the trend in the future will be a 
more comprehensive aspect of salvation, embodying 
more the idea of being born again and then seeing to 
it that the new creature thus begotten may be per- 
mitted to grow and develop under most favorable 
conditions. ‘This new being, after developing ac- 
cording to the laws of growth, will naturally con- 
form himself to the will of God, and a harmonious 
relationship consequently ensue between the soul of 
the individual and the Creator. Such an individual 
will not concern himself much with forbidden things, 
but will have in his consciousness, which is now acti- 
vated by a Spiritual Monitor, an impulse to do that 
only which is right and in accordance with God’s 
will. True knowledge of God will eventually bring 
about complete harmony between God and man. 

In the unsaved state there is discord. Man can- 
not, by effort of will, establish harmony. It must be 
brought about by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Sin is transgression of God’s law. I believe that 
by God’s law is included all the laws of God— 


natural as well as moral. Penalty for transgression 
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invariably follows, whether the violation be as result 
of willfulness or of ignorance. I believe that the 
future conception of salvation will embody intelli- 
gent observance of all established laws—moral and 
natural—so that by this observance mankind may be 
freed from the consequences of violation. To give 
an example: By violation of laws of health many 
diseases follow. Conversely, by observance of these 
laws, many diseases will be avoided. 

As a result of proper knowledge of God’s laws, 
resulting from educational efforts, mankind will be 
saved not only spiritually but physically as well. 

The creature whom God made in His own image 
must be reconciled to his Creator. Is it not sad 
that this necessity should arise? The Divine Plan 
contemplates this reunion. When this has been 
effected, peace, prosperity, and harmony will prevail. 

“The wolf shall also dwell with the lamb and the 


leopard shall lie down with the kid—and a little child 
shall lead them,’’* 


and 
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 


tain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’” 


We are living in the midst of the gradual evolve- 


1Isa, 11:6. 
2Tsa. 11:9. 
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ment of this plan. Much work remains yet to be 
done. The Church of Christ is the factor in the Plan 
of Salvation, and its horizons are becoming broader, 
its activities are becoming more comprehensive, its 
energies more and more concentrated. After all, it 
is the Almighty who does the work through His 
established agencies. 

Jesus says, ““My Father worketh until now, and 
I work.”” We who are creatures of the day—no, 
creatures of a moment only, in comparison with 
eternity—often feel that God works slowly, but in 
the mind of the Almighty there is no time, no space, 
_ no matter, as we conceive of these things. He is 
from everlasting to everlasting. According to this 
Plan, therefore, He had in view from the beginning 
the ultimate existence of human beings—beings who 
would be so constituted that they could worship Him 
as their Creator. Furthermore, being a little lower 
than the angels, they were to have a capacity for 
infinite spiritual, moral, and physical development 
until at the end of the Evolutionary Process, as out- 
lined in this discussion, they will eventually become 
beings very much like unto God Himself. 


THE UTILITARIANISM OF GOD 


It appears that in the gradual development of the 
world the things brought into existence had a definite 
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purpose to fulfil. The basis for all things is the 
primeval stuff which was first created by God. This, 
then, became energized and stored within the atom 
to be utilized as needed. The atoms, becoming en- 
dowed with affinities, became the more directly avail- 
able source of power. These characteristics of so- 
called inert matter pointed to a future, wherein 
intelligent use was to be made of energy. The ele- 
ments formed by the various combinations of elec- 
trons presages the utilization of these by a 
subsequent order of beings. For example, in the 
Carboniferous period it seems that there was stored 
up, for subsequent use, immense stores of energy 
in the form of coal, natural gas, and mineral oil. 
When these sources of energy have become ex- 
hausted there will, without doubt, be found other 
available sources, and these far more economical 
than any in the past. In fact, it is thought at the 
present time that we are on the threshold of dis- 
coveries of a nature that will revolutionize dynam- 
ics; that the present method of generating power, 
being clumsy and wasteful, will be superseded by a 
more direct method, infinitely more effective. Men 
are now only beginning to experiment with intra- 
atomic force, and when the laws governing the lib- 
eration and utilization of this force have been dis- 
covered a new era will dawn. 
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All resources of Nature are available for the use 
of man, as suggested in Genesis, in the first chapter 
and the twenty-sixth verse, where this expression 
occurs: 

‘Let them (man) have dominion over—all the 
earth.” 

All substances, and all the metals, from graphite 
to gold, are clearly intended for man’s use. All 
vegetable life and all animal life likewise, are sub- 
servient to man. It has often been noted that when 
in the experience of man an urgent need for some 
commodity essential to human progress has risen, 
that commodity has already been provided, though 
often, it is true, in a form which necessitated the 
exercise of human skill and ingenuity in making it 
adaptable. 

In the realm of the organic world the primitive 
species lived their little lives in their allotted time, 
and having handed down to succeeding generations 
their inherent, modified qualities, they disappeared, 
their work having been done. Others would 
take up the burden laid down, contributing in the 
process of evolution something of themselves to 
future generations, and they in turn would perish. 
And so on. God made excellent use of all His 
creatures. Each had an infinitesimal part to play, 
nevertheless a real part in the Cosmic Scheme. Each 
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individual life from the standpoint of importance 
can be regarded as little, whether we think of small 
or of large organisms. 

And so down through the ages, from the smallest 
organism in point of size to the largest, there has 
been found some apparent purpose in each life. This 
is particularly applicable to the forerunner of man, 
the near-man, or humanoids. As before noted, they 
served their function in the scheme of Evolution by 
being, themselves, the highest type of intelligent 
animals and by furnishing the stock upon which 
was ingrafted real men. After this had taken place, 
they proceeded gradually to disappear. 

The more completely man acquires knowledge 
of Nature’s mysteries, the more will he take ad- 
vantage of all the things provided for him by God. 

Whether the knowledge of Nature’s mysteries will 
be productive of blessings to humanity or of curses, 
depends upon the attitude of the scientific world to- 
wards these things. As before suggested, if Science 
be consecrated by the Spirit of God, it will result in 
man’s physical salvation. If on the other hand, the 
materialistic spirit prevails, the result will be 
destruction. 

In continuing our discussion of the use man may 
make of the things provided in Nature, we will add 
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but a few more, since the field is too broad for de- 
tailed enumeration. 

The light from the Sun is the great source of 
energy. Plant and animal life is dependent on the 
Sun. The Sun’s rays are very complex and are just 
now beginning to be understood. We are all fa- 
miliar with the heat rays and the light rays, but 
there are many other rays, invisible to the eye, which 
emanate from the Sun. I cannot at this time enter 
into a full discussion of the known rays, but will 
only mention that there are those which exercise 
a marked influence upon certain diseases. We 
have long known that sunlight is essential to 
health, but we are now discovering which com- 
ponents of sunlight are the effective agents. By 
exposing portions of the body at first, and the entire 
body, as tolerance is established, to the direct rays 
of the Sun, certain diseases yield to their influence. 
This treatment, however, if not supervised by those 
trained in the administration of it, is dangerous. 
It should always be employed under competent 
supervision. 

The utilization of solar rays for mechanical en- 
ergy is one of the problems that will be solved in 
the future. 

The great trio, sunlight, air, and water, all free 
for the taking, are among Nature’s greatest gifts to 
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man. Were these agents properly and sufficiently 
employed, much illness and suffering could be done 
away with. The air, besides being the source of 
oxygen essential to all organic life, can be used 
for diverse purposes, including that of a highway 
for transportation. In the liquid form it is a power- 
ful mechanical agent. It is used also in the separa- 
tion of various gases, among these being nitrogen, 
which is used for the enrichment of the soil. Water, 
which in a pure state is a combination of hydrogen 
and oxygen, is the third of the trio of great impor- 
tance. It, likewise, is indispensable for life, is a sol- 
vent of various substances, and should be used freely 
for external and internal cleansing purposes. 


GOD’S ECONOMY 


Useless waste of material is not in accordance 
with the habits of the Creator. As illustrative of 
this fact, we are reminded of the incident, as re- 
corded in the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel, where 
Jesus fed about five thousand men with five barley 
loaves and two small fishes. After the men were 
filled, He said to His disciples, “‘Gather up the frag- 
ments that remain, that nothing be lost.” The sug- 
gestive part of this story seems to me to be, that 
although the Master had creative power so that He 
could, at will, multiply out of this small quantity of 
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food at hand sufficient to satisfy this horde of men, 
He saw fit to save the fragments that remained. To 
me, this illustrates the attitude of God as seen in 
His creation. He who made the cosmic dust out 
of Himself has shown a husbanding of things made, 
so that all may serve a useful purpose. The pur- 
pose, however, may not always be apparent. 

Let us trace this economy of God step by step. 
After making the primeval stuff this was utilized for 
all purposes in creation. Nothing in existence at the 
present time is of a different substance than that first 
made by God. We find this everywhere in infinite 
combinations. All energy comes from the electrifi- 
cation of this primeval substance. Out of the atom 
all inorganic substances are made. ‘The inorganic 
world having progressed to a certain point, life was 
added; but life could not exist without the founda- 
tion of inorganic substances. Life, as we have seen, 
is a part of God, yet it cannot be sustained without 
the elements which are found in Nature. Out of 
these elements, with the new force called Life, there 
evolved from the simple organism the infinitely 
complex one terminating in the humanoid animal. 
With the humanoid animal God added a new thing 
when He made man. This animal inherited all that 
had gone before him. When God gave these crea- 
tures the new thing called consciousness of Di- 
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vinity, He added something to what already was in 
existence. 

Through the ages man has evolved into what may 
be called a modern type of homo, and yet the scale 
is not complete. Natural man, now, is the heir of all 
that has preceded him, but the spiritual new-born 
has, besides these things, something plus. Jesus says, 
“T am come that they might have life more abun- 
dantly.” The new-born spiritual creature, even 
though as yet undeveloped, has at his disposal all 
things that have gone before. Thus we see that 
in the ascending scale of evolution the old has been 
retained and utilized, and something new has been 
added. 

Against the fact of God’s economy stands an- 
other, which seems to conflict with the idea of econ- 
omy and suggests rather the height of wastefulness. 
Prodigality of life is ever accompanied by the same 
proportion of death. When we contemplate the 
total loss of life among all living creatures our 
senses reel. Inability to adjust itself to a changing 
environment resulted in a forfeiture of life. The 
forces of Nature, such as upheavals of the Earth’s 
crust, inundations of water, fires, frosts, winds, and 
others, have taken their tremendous toll. Pesti- 
lences, starvation, and wars are other factors of 
death. In fact, one could be justified in the assump- 
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tion that the Creator has ever held life as of small 
value. Can these contradictory findings be recon- 
ciled? 

Prodigality of life is self-evident. Wherever life 
can possibly exist, there life is found. A drop of 
stagnant water is teeming with it. The seas are full 
of it. A speck of dust contains it. Vegetable and 
animal life is found everywhere. Moreover, Nature 
exercises consummate ingenuity in providing means 
for the propagation of the species. Yet for every 
seed that finds favorable ground for germination, 
thousands. fail. The ovum, or female element in 
reproduction, is formed in great numbers, as is also 
the sperm, or male element. Both are produced in 
numbers far in excess of those actually called upon 
to function in the reproductive process. What is the 
answer? Ma nifestly, the Creator intends that 
abundant life shall exist on earth, for a purpose 
which He alone knows. ‘The injunction to ‘“‘be 
fruitful and multiply” no doubt is in accord with 
the Divine Plan. The seed in the vegetable kingdom 
that fails of fruition serves the purpose, in God’s 
economy, as food. Lives that are lost are not 
wasted, but serve some useful purpose. Even wars, 
which have taken such a heavy toll of human beings, 
have been made to serve for human progress. ‘‘With- 
out the shedding of blood there can be no redemp- 
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tion’”’ seems to be a scientific dictum. History and 
human experience confirm this. Possibly in the final 
analysis, that which seems to be waste is in reality 
conservation. 


THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 


It seems as if God has issued this decree con- 
cerning His living creatures: ‘“‘Make efforts to sur- 
vive, by adjusting yourself to a changing environ- 
ment; failing in this, you must die.’ Individual 
effort, whether instinctive or deliberate, has played 
an important role in Evolution. This holds true of 
all forms of life from the first unicellular organism 
to man. Only those pre-eminently qualified to live 
have succeeded. ‘The difficulties that met the early 
forms of life, and all along the way of Evolution, 
have been tremendous, and pass beyond human 
comprehension. The rocks plainly show that many 
species which at one time flourished became utterly 
extinct, while others evolved progressively into 
higher forms. Various untoward conditions ob- 
tained which, to some, may have constituted a fatal 
circumstance and an impossibility for survival, whilst 
others surmounted them and managed to retain their 
grasp upon life. In this way they passed their 
acquired power of conformity to succeeding genera- 
tions. 
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The humanoids all seem to have disappeared from 
the face of the earth, leaving only as evidence of 
their existence fossil remains. Was it because they 
failed in their effort to adjust themselves to a chang- 
ing environment? Possibly so. Yet their work was 
done. The torch of life, however, was carried on- 
ward by them to succeeding generations, while their 
successors through much tribulation overcame the 
difficulties surrounding them and bequeathed in ad- 
dition to life stronger physical types. The factor of 
the survival of the fittest has ever been of tremen- 
dous importance to all living creatures, and par- 
ticularly to man. That this is, and always will be, a 
vital biological factor is seen by the injunctions 
given to Christians: ‘Strive to enter’; “Ye must, 
through much tribulation, enter”; ‘He that over- 
cometh,” etc. All these passages from Scripture 
point to the fact that personal endeavor is requisite 
for continued existence. 

The idea of the survival of the fittest is causing 
some persons great disturbance of mind. To them 
it seems inconsistent with God’s disposition, as re- 
vealed by His Son, that this law be still in force. 
Yet, undoubtedly, it still holds true, because God’s 
laws never change. Since the human race as it 
exists, is the inheritance of those that have gone 
before, is it not a comforting thought that those 
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proven unfit to live were eliminated? For had they 
lived their lives, in procreating offspring of the same 
kind as themselves, the race would have been of 
that same type. Again, it is a comforting thought 
that we live in this day and age because our ancestors 
had the vitality to survive. 

Medical men see constant efforts on the part of 
Nature to eliminate from the ranks of the living 
those who are weaklings and otherwise unfit to live. 
For instance, there exist those who are unfit, having 
a mentality which shows a tendency to transmit itself 
to their progeny. There are degenerates which, 
as the name implies, have departed from the higher 
human types into bestial types, and are not fitted 
to live. There are diseased in body, who by virtue 
of incurability and a tendency to procreate similarly 
diseased offspring, are not fitted to live. There are 
criminals who, because of diseased minds, remain 
criminals so long as they live; and these are not 
fitted to live. 

Nature, in these cases, endeavors to eliminate 
them. What, then, it may be asked, is the attitude 
of modern Science toward these unfortunates? The 
Spartans put away all children that were not born 
perfect. Shall modern society do likewise? From 
a biological and sociological viewpoint there seems 
to be but one answer. Nature is consistently en- 
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deavoring to eliminate the unfit. Shall we work at a 
cross purpose with Nature? Modern medicine is 
greatly interested in the prevention of degeneracy, 
disease, and crime. The old saying that ‘“‘An ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” is particu- 
larly applicable in the realm of preventive medicine. 
Since there are many hopelessly incurable cases of 
mental disease, and in this category we include the 
degenerates of various types, doctors endeavor to 
reach a solution of the problem in this manner: Not 
by the extermination of those unfit, the mere thought 
of which is repulsive to all ideals of common human- 
ity, and particularly so to those who are engaged in 
the healing art, but by methods whereby it becomes 
impossible for those persons to beget and reproduce 
their kind. This logical and humane method, if put 
into operation, would in the course of time automat- 
ically eliminate the defectives and the unfit, and there 
would then be none to take their place. This is a 
dream that doctors engage in, but the time for its 
fulfilment is not yet. It must come through edu- 
cation and the development of favorable public 
opinion. 

What was the attitude of the Great Physician on 
these matters? It is said in the Scriptures that He 
went about healing all manner of diseases among the 
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people of His time. His sympathy was boundless, 
and no needy sufferer who came to Him was refused 
His divine aid. Jesus of Nazareth is still the ideal 
of those who practice the healing art, and often do 
doctors long for the power which as yet they do not 
possess, to heal all the sick. They believe, however, 
that He is in sympathy with every endeavor towards 
the prevention of disease, as well as the healing of 
illness of every kind. He has already inspired to 
great discoveries, both in the prevention and in the 
cure of disease. He is still active in this work for 
humanity, and many believe that ultimately, by 
methods now recognized and others still to be dis- 
covered, the time will come when disease with its 
awful consequences will no longer be a menace to 
man. The great factor in the prevention of disease 
is the education of the common people. This educa- 
tion must have as its objective the observation of 
the laws of health. These laws are to be reckoned 
with in every pursuit of life, on every social plane, 
and in every individual. In explanation, therefore, 
of their efforts to cure even the degenerates and 
hopelessly incurable, and thus seemingly work in 
opposition to Nature’s edict that only the fit may 
survive, they give the higher standards of modern 
consciousness which is a product of Christianity. 
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Science is loath to believe in a miracle. A depar- 
ture from the operations of the laws of Nature is re- 
pugnant to it. A miracle has been defined as an 
event or effort contrary to the established consti- 
tution and course of things; a deviation from the 
‘known laws of Nature, implying a suspension of 
those laws; a divine interposition. The New Testa- 
ment clearly and without equivocation relates many 
acts of Jesus of Nazareth which were a deviation 
from the known laws of Nature. The deaf were 
made to hear, the blind to see, the crippled and 
paralytic to stand, the insane restored, the hemor- 
rhagic to cease flowing. Water was turned into 
wine. A few loaves of bread and fishes were multi- 
plied. And, as a climax, some that were dead were 
made alive again. These things were wrought not 
by physical means, but by a spoken word on the part 
of the Master. It is evident that Jesus Himself 
did these things, not out of a desire to pose as a mir- 
acle worker, but merely as incidental to His daily 
ministry among the people. It is to be noticed that 
He always did things with a definite purpose in view. 
Two objectives seemingly actuated Him in the per- 
formance of many of His miracles. One was the 
great need of the individual for physical aid, there 
being at that time no class of persons qualified to 
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minister to the sick or to prevent the development 
of illness. The other objective was to demonstrate 
to the people of that time that He assuredly came 
from God and had in His personality a supernatural 
creative power. 

As to the first objective, it can be said that had 
there existed at that time a Science of Medicine and 
Surgery, such as is found in the world today, there 
would not have been the occasion for the employ- 
ment of many of these methods for the accomplish- 
ment of His purpose. Now, the healing art is dele- 
gated by Him to those who, in accordance with the 
laws of Nature, engage in the prevention of dis- 
eases and the relieving of human ailments by medical 
and surgical means. Since a Science of Medicine 
and Surgery did not then exist, and the relief of 
those distressed was urgent, He did in a matter-of- 
fact way bring into operation His creative power. 

The second objective referred to above was to 
convince the unbelieving, if they would be convinced, 
that He was sent from God. He wished them to 
believe in Him because He could and did perform 
these marvelous deeds which a mere human pre- 
tender obviously could not perform. As a matter of 
fact, many did believe in Him on account of His 
miracles, while others hardened their hearts and 
would not believe. 
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The factors that induce me to believe that the 
account of these miracles is not a product of the 
imagination on the part of the biographers of Jesus, 
are, that they are so entirely different from what 
one would expect from Oriental habits of imagina- 
tion. Oriental imagination lends itself to extrava- 
gance and to a’bizarre slant in narrative, while these 
accounts appear so eminently practical, so casual, 
so sparingly performed, and they always possess an 
element of sublime dignity. 

I believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, 
the Anointed of God, the Word made Flesh to dwell 
for a brief space of time among men; that the end 
—to impress as many people with this fact as pos- 
sible—justified the means of so doing; that in a mys- 
terious sense He was the Son of God, and in a 
different but mysterious sense the Son of Man. Since 
He Himself was not only active with God in the 
creation of the world but was the Agent through 
whom it was created, it seems to my understanding 
that the things He did were strictly in conformity 
with things that previously had been done by Him 
in the scheme of creation. 

Let us call to mind the gaps that have occurred 
in the ascending scale of Evolution, gaps that sepa- 
rate one stage from another. These gaps Science 
has failed to account for. They are miraculous. 
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Only by creative acts of God have these gaps been 
bridged. Now, to me there is no more or less mys- 
tery in the gaps being bridged in the miraculous acts 
performed by the Christ two thousand years ago 
than those that were bridged beginning twenty mil- 
lion years ago. The same creative power was man- 
ifest on all occasions. That the physically dead 
could be brought back to life is to me no more of a 
mystery than that life could come from inorganic 
substances or that man could be born from above 
after he has reached maturity. ‘The regeneration 
of a lost soul is to me no more of a mystery than the 
entry into an animal—the humanoid—of God-con- 
sciousness. Both processes are, in a sense, mirac- 
ulous. 

Ordinarily, I confess to skepticism in regard to 
alleged supernatural phenomena, because I have too 
much respect for the orderly operation of natural 
laws. But I make an exception when it comes to the 
miracles of Jesus. And so, after careful delibera- 
tion, I take the stand that I firmly believe in every 
miracle that Jesus is said to have performed from 
the changing of water into wine, to the raising of 
Lazarus. 


THE VIRGIN BIRTH 
I am writing this in the last month of the year, 


116 


REFLECTIONS 


and cannot help thinking of how much the world 
would lose were it robbed of its belief in the sublime 
story as related in the Gospel concerning the events 
which were associated with the birth of the World’s 
Saviour. The episodes surrounding this world’s great 
event are unique in their universal appeal to one’s 
sense of beauty, simplicity, and fitness. A jarring 
note that is sad to hear, is sounded in the music of 
the spheres. A certain long cherished belief is being 
questioned, and a controversy is being engaged in 
on this point. A group of Modernists find it expe- 
dient to argue against the unusual in the Virgin’s 
conception, while another group still maintains be- 
lief in the New Testament story. 

I can only give my personal convictions based 
upon what seems to me to be satisfactory premises. 
Taking the story as it occurs in Luke’s Gospel, I feel 
that it bears every impress of truth. As to its being 
legendary, it seems impossible that a legend could 
grow and gain credence in the brief space of sixty-five 
years after the birth of Christ and only about thirty- 
three after His death. The source of Luke’s in- 
formation, while not known, was undoubtedly from 
eye-witnesses of things that had happened. It is 
interesting to read the first four verses which con- 
stitute the introduction to Luke’s Gospel. Good- 
speed gives it this way: 
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“Many writers have undertaken to compare accounts 
of the movement which has developed among us, just 
as the original eye-witnesses who became teachers of 
the message have handed it down to us. For that 
reason, Theophilus, and because I have investigated it 
all carefully from the beginning, I have determined to 
write a connected account of it—so that you may be 
reliably informed about the things you have been 
taught.” 


In the Authorized Version a portion of the third 
verse reads: 


“Tt seemed good to me also, having had perfect under- 
standing of all things from the very first, to write 
unto thee,” etc. 


Dr. Schofield, in his interpretation of the phrase 
“from the very first,” says: 


“The use by Luke of the word ‘anothen’ is an affirma- 
tion that his knowledge of these things, derived from 
those who had been eye-witnesses from the beginning, 
was confirmed by revelation (from above).” 


Not wishing to engage in controversy, I will, how- 
ever, state that I believe that Luke had as his inform- 
ants not only those who had been eye-witnesses, but 
also inspired visions corroborating and supplement- 
ing these in the writing of his Gospel. Moreover, as 
he was a learned man, a scientist of his time, he un- 
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doubtedly made great efforts to secure reliable data 
for his narrative. So much for this. 

According to scientific knowledge, a female can- 
not conceive without the impregnation of the male 
element, the sperm. Artificial methods seeking to 
supplant the sperm in the fertilization of the ovum 
have been tried, but so far without success in the 
higher orders of animal life. In the case of some of 
the lower orders, however, there has been some 
success. Nature’s method of propagation of the 
species is, therefore, a union of a portion of a cell 
originating in each of the sexes. We may look at 
_the matter this way. A female element, the ovum, 
is now formed and a sperm has also been formed, 
but in two separate individuals. Until a union of 
these elements, the ovum and the sperm, is effected, 
a gap exists which can be bridged only when they are 
brought together. Nature has a way, a physical 
way, of bridging the gap, but let us see if there may 
not be the possibility of a bridging other than the 
natural way. We will recall how many former gaps 
have existed and, if left to Nature, would forever 
have remained open, but through the creative power 
of God these have been bridged. Here is a Virgin, 
whom we imagine as being a perfect example of 
young womanhood. According to physiological 
processes she, at a certain time, harbored a mature 


119 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


ovum. One side of the physiological process was 
ready, but the other was not available, as she was 
unmarried. A gap. now existed. Let us see now 
how Goodspeed gives it, in the first chapter of 

Luke’s Gospel. 


After the heavenly messenger had announced to Mary 
that she should conceive and bring forth a son, Mary 
said, ‘‘How can these things be, when I have no hus- 
band?” The angel answered, ““The Holy Spirit will 
come over you and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. For that reason your child will be 


called holy and the Son of God.” 


In other words, the Spirit of God supplied the 
ordinary male element, the sperm, so that the union 
now consisted of the human ovum and the spiritual 
sperm. Again a gap was bridged by a special crea- 
tive act of God. The fetus, or unborn child, which 
now had its beginning, in Mary’s womb, was human 
on its mother’s side and divine on the other side. 
Matthew in his Gospel says, according to Goodspeed, 
that Joseph, who was engaged to wed Mary, when 
he discovered that she was pregnant did not wish to 
disgrace her and so decided to break off the engage- 
ment privately. But while he was thinking of doing 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Do not fear to take Mary your 
wife to your home, for it is through the influence of 
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the Holy Spirit that she is to become a mother.” 
Accordingly, without really understanding what had 
happened, Joseph took her as his wife and so pub- 
licly recognized her. Though he and Mary kept 
their secret, so that the neighbors could have noth- 
ing to talk about, Joseph permitted the impression 
to become general that he was the father of Jesus. 

Becoming increasingly conscious of His divine 
origin, Jesus began more and more frequently to call 
Himself the Son of God, much to the annoyance of 
the Jews, who ever regarded Him as a son of Joseph 
of the house of David. When He was spoken of as 
the son of Joseph, He did not, however, contradict 
this, but let it stand for reasons that He regarded as 
valid. 

Being thus conceived by a special creative act, He 
became the first born of many creatures. The eter- 
nal Spirit, who was a factor in His making, gave 
to Him an undying personality. ‘This personality 
He had the power to transmit to others, with a 
promise of eternal life. 

If we consider the origin of physical life in a 
sterile world, and the origin of spiritual life in 
natural man, we can trace a close analogy in the 
phenomenon of the spiritual part in the conception 
of Mary. Furthermore, as is true in the progress 
of Evolution, when necessity called for special crea- 
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tive acts to bridge gaps in the way, they were 
bridged. So now in the coming of the World’s Re- 
deemer necessity called for an act of like nature. 


HEAVEN 

That thoughts of Heaven and the hereafter 
should engage the minds of human beings is entirely 
natural. During the brief space of time that we 
are allowed to live in the flesh, our minds are often 
occupied with thoughts concerning that abode which 
we are led to believe will be ours after death. What 
is more natural than for a wayfarer to speculate 
upon his future abode? In spite of the interest 
which has been manifested by all generations of 
men, there is yet nothing definite that has been 
learned. Swedenborg, the mystic, is the only mor- 
tal, so far as I know, who claims any accurate in- 
formation upon Heaven and Hell. He claims, in 
his works, to have visited these places. The Master 
evidently did not consider it worth His while to 
give the people of His generation exact information 
concerning Heaven, except to allude to it inciden- 
tally in his various discourses. 

Let us see what Science may have to offer in 
respect to the spiritual world where God lives and 
moves and has His being. 

To me there appears to be only two worlds. In 
fact, we have never been able to conceive of more 
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than two worlds. These are the so-called material 
(physical) and the spiritual. We consider ourselves 
good judges of what constitutes the material world. 
It is the world about us which we can perceive with 
our physical senses, the things that we can touch, 
hear, feel, smell, taste and see, which are to us a 
real world. We have discovered, however, that 
even in the physical world things are not always as 
they seem. For instance, what we are in the habit 
of regarding as solids are, in fact, made up of 
minute particles of electrified matter called elec- 
trons, which float or circulate in the fluid called 
ether. The electrons are immeasurably small and 
far apart. The distances between these bodies are 
infinitely greater than the bulk of each of them, and 
so they are in reality not so solid as they seem to be 
to our physical sense-organs. 

Now, what occupies the spaces between these elec- 
trons out of which all things are made? The ether. 
The ether has always been a mystery to Science, 
occupying as it does the entire stellar inter-spaces 
and occupying at the same time intra-electronic 
spaces. In other words, the medium in which there 
float the Sun, Moon, Earth and stars also supports 
the’ smallest particles of material substance, the 
electrons. Since material substances are conceived 
to be made up of electrons, which are relatively far 
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apart, what’is the substance which supports all these 
particles? We have said it is called the ether. Is it 
also matter? No,-it cannot be, because it is the 
medium which sustains or supports all material sub- 
stance, from the smallest electron to the greatest 
planet. J conclude, therefore, that if it be not of 
matter, it must be spiritual. Then, if it is spiritual, 
it must be that medium wherein is Heaven, since 
Heaven is only another name for the spiritual world. 
In the interstices, therefore, between the electrons 
contained within the atom, as well as the vast spaces 
surrounding the stars, there is a spiritual medium, 
which IJ feel warranted in regarding as Heaven. 

It follows, therefore, that what we regard as real 
and what we regard as unreal is a matter of view- 
point. Since the ether contains all matter it can be 
said that the spiritual holds the natural—that is, the 
material—in its embrace. Which is the more real? 
That which holds or that which is held? Both, I 
should say, are equally real, but the greater power 
is vested in that*medium which sustains the other, 
the ether, or as I elect to term it, the spiritual 
world, or Heaven. 

If you have followed me in this attempted dis- 
closure, let us see where this conception will further 
lead us. We must abandon the idea of Heaven as 
being a circumscribed place, that is, a place with 
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boundaries. The Master, Himself, said, “The King- 
dom of Heaven is within (among) you,” and by this 
I take it He means that with those who are in har- 
mony with the Holy One, Heaven is there within 
them. 

The Master clearly teaches that there is a Heaven, 
in His frequent allusions to it. On one occasion 
He says: “In my Father’s house are many man- 
sions.’ Most frequently, however, He used the 
term Heaven. Moreover, human interest looks for- 
ward to a life after death, where things which now 
vex and otherwise militate against the enjoyment of 
perfect life and bliss, will be things of the past. As is 
usual, where universal human instinct points in a 
definite direction, there is the possibility sometime, 
somewhere, of its application or gratification. 

This universal instinct shows itself in practically 
all peoples of the earth. For instance, the American 
Indian conceived of heaven as the Happy Hunting 
Ground, where game would abound and other pleas- 
ant things exist; the Mohammedan, as a place of 
luxury, with many charming wives. The conception 
of Heaven, as revealed in the Bible, is on the order 
of Oriental luxury, with its thrones, streets of gold, 
pearly gates, and the like. The early Church con- 
ceived of Heaven as a place where God and the 
angels, together with the spirits of departed men, 
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made perfect, lived—a place from whence Jesus 
came and to which He departed in His ascension. 
Its location was somewhere above the Earth, prob- 
ably in the vast blue spaces as seen by day and above 
the stars as seen by night. This conception of the 
place and locality was engendered by the idea that 
there was a firmament above the Earth in which was 
implanted the stars and other celestial bodies. 
Above this was Heaven. In going to Heaven the 
direction was invariably upward, and, conversely, 
hell was downward. 

The ancients did not have occasion to discover the 
difficulties which this naive conception would lead 
them into, upon further accurate knowledge of the 
Universe. 

Heaven, like God, is omnipresent. The thing, 
however, which concerns us most is not so much the 
thought as to where Heaven may be found, as to 
where Heaven can find us. That is to say, Heaven 
is literally everywhere, within the atom and among 
the stars, likewise within the structure of the human 
body and soul: but only those who live the spiritual 
life are capable of appreciating the fact. 

While we of physical bodies, with their necessary 
limitations, fail of appreciating the spirtual world 
within and everywhere about us, the inhabitants of 
the spiritual world are not so limited in their capac- 


126 


REFLECTIONS 


ities. For one thing, material barriers for them do 
not exist. As illustrative of this, we may recall the 
appearances of Jesus after His resurrection. On 
several occasions when the disciples were gathered 
in a room with doors shut and barricaded, Jesus 
would appear in their midst. He would then deliver 
to them His message, or in some practical manner 
demonstrate to them, without the possibility of fu- 
ture doubt, that it was indeed He, and then would 
disappear from their sight. 

Speaking of the resurrection of Jesus, much could 
be written; but I shall only say that in the light of 
what has been discussed before it appears perfectly 
logical and reasonable that He ought to have risen 
and that He did arise from the dead. Moreover, 
the witnesses to this fact, as recorded in the New 
Testament, leave no room for doubt. Again, per- 
haps the greatest proof of this fact is the testimony 
of innumerable individuals, who have experienced 
and are constantly experiencing the presence of the 
living God and Master in their consciousness. 

It is granted the inmates of the spiritual world 
occasionally to get glimpses of the material. For 
instance, a mother who has passed over to Heaven 
may, if the experience be conducive to her happiness 
there, get a glimpse of what transpires in the soul 
of a loved one still living the mortal life. On the 
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other hand, if her mortal child entertains unworthy 
thoughts or treads the way which leads to destruc- 
tion, she is mercifully oblivious of the fact. That 
which concerns human lives and is conducive to fur- 
ther happiness on the part of the inmates of Heaven, 
is permitted to appear to them by a merciful and 
loving Father, but the things which would have the 
opposite effect are concealed. The angels of God 
are often permitted to serve human beings in a 
variety of ways. Many so-called ‘miraculous es- 
capes’ from peril, which, by the way, are often 
designated as coincidences, by thoughtless individu- 
als, are in fact angelic interferences. 

Inspired thoughts and impulses are of divine 
origin. In the experience of many, there come times 
when a lofty idea gets possession of a person’s mind, 
and often in spite of efforts on his part to rid him- 
self of this, it so completely occupies his conscious- 
ness that he must needs yield to its urge to express 
the idea. The great masterpieces of art, music, litera- 
ture, religion, and the like, are the products of such 
inspiration. Scientific discoveries are likewise often 
of inspired origin. 

The distance, in point of space, between the spir- 
itual and man’s consciousness is infinitesimal, while 
at the same time the distance in point of harmonious 
relationship may be world wide. That is to say, 
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though we live in such intimate contact with the un- 
seen world, some of us through lack of capacity or 
absence of faculty, are not cognizant of its existence. 
I like to draw analogy between man and his relation- 
ship to the spiritual world, and the waves passing 
through the ether as conceived in relation to radio. 
Innumerable ether waves are nowadays in constant 
motion being generated by sending stations in all 
parts of the country. To one not having a receiving 
set they are, so far as he is concerned, non-existent, 
but to the person possessing a receiving apparatus 
there is the possibility of making use of them. Then 
there is the matter of tuning in—that is, so adjusting 
the delicate receiving set as to synchronize with the 
vibrations in the ether. The spiritual world may exist 
within and about him, though he may be unconscious 
of the fact; but on the other hand there is the possi- 
bility of being so attuned as to make it possible for 
him to be in constant relationship with it. 


PRAYER 


The question is often asked, ‘““What is the neces- 
sity for prayer?” and ‘Does prayer change God’s 
plans?” The Master, though the Son of God, found 
it necessary in His experience to pray. He did it 
frequently and systematically. Every crisis in His 
life was associated with a specially fervent and pro- 


129 


TRANSCENDENT EVOLUTION 


tracted time of prayer. Occasionally, he would con- 
tinue a whole night in prayer to His God. It would 
seem as if in His case, occupying as He did the inti- 
mate relationship to God, it would hardly be neces- 
sary. Evidently the necessity existed, but why? 

He had in His personality the human and the 
divine elements. Looking at the physical side of a 
life, what does it require for growth and develop- 
ment? The human being is the most complex in 
structure of all organisms. It will be remembered 
that the higher we go in the scale of life the more 
complex does the organism become, and the more 
complex the more vulnerable it is in infancy to an 
unfavorable environment. Many animals give birth 
to young, which almost immediately are able to cope 
with the new environment in which they find them- 
selves. ‘This is not true of the young of the human 
race. A child born into this world needs proper 
care, or it will not long survive. It must be carried 
and protected against threatening dangers, protected 
against inclement weather, and properly fed. Like 
all animal organisms, it must comply with the laws 
of growth. These are: food and drink, breathing of 
oxygen laden air, and proper exercise of physical 
functions. In tender infancy, the parents protect 
their offspring, the mother supplies food and drink. 
The first cry of the newborn babe fills its lungs with 
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air and each subsequent cry exercises its vital capac- 
ity. Crying, and movement of the limbs, though 
at first aimless, exercise certain muscles. These 
factors are all essential to life and growth and con- 
tinue to be so during the life of the individual. A 
child growing up with a deficiency of food, water, 
air and exercise suffers as a consequence. A child 
that is fed upon improper foods becomes under- 
nourished, rachitic, anemic, and stunted in _ its 
growth. Water that is impure or lacking in certain 
chemicals is productive of disease. A child forced 
to live in poorly ventilated rooms shows ill effects 
from this condition. Muscles that do not receive 
sufficient exercise fail to develop. 

Now Jesus, though born in most humble surround- 
ings, was no doubt tenderly cared for by His loving 
parents. The Jews, as a rule, looked well after 
their offspring and gave to their children the best 
care that their circumstances would permit. And 
so in the case of Jesus, He had no doubt a favorable 
environment for His normal development. The 
spiritual side was also looked after. His parents, 
being both devout believers in God, taught Him of 
His nation’s history and facts from the Hebrew 
Scriptures. He was early taught to attend the Syn- 
agogue and to read out of the scrolls which were 
accessible to the people of that day. Most impor- 
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tant, He was taught to pray. Prayer became not 
only a habit with Him, but as He developed, it be- 
came more and more a necessity. His spiritual na- 
ture grew as He communed with the unseen world, 
and His consciousness of a unique relationship to 
God became strengthened through this prayerful 
communion. His spiritual life was not permitted to 
suffer from lack of the essential things. His spiritual 
food and drink was in the Sacred Writings and the 
House of God. His life-giving air was in the 
prayerful communion with God. His spiritual exer- 
cise was in being about His Father’s business. We 
can thus see how Jesus grew in wisdom and stature 
and in favor with God and man. 

Answering now the question why it was necessary 
for Jesus to pray, we might say that even as His 
physical body required the air which came down the 
mountain slopes of Judea, so His spiritual body 
required prayerful communion with His God. Both 
were equally necessary for His being. Moreover, 
since His time for complete spiritual development 
was short, He must intensively apply Himself dur- 
ing the formative days in which He lived, in order 
that He might the sooner be prepared for His life’s 
mission. 

If Jesus, the Son of God, found it necessary to 
pray, how much more is it not necessary for us to 
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pray, who, like Him, possess though in a lesser 
measure the divine life which must be nurtured? 
The reason why so many of us Christians live such 
imperfect lives, such undernourished, anemic and 
often deformed spiritual lives is that we, for one 
thing, do not sufficiently breathe the heavenly, at- 
mosphere. We do not pray enough. 

The Master everywhere and at all times enjoined 
His followers to pray. He even gave them a Speci- 
men Prayer, which we familiarly know as The 
Lord’s Prayer. He recognized the value of prayer 
per se and often said that even though the Heavenly 
Father was willing and ready to give to His chil- 
dren the things they ought to have, yet they should 
ever pray nevertheless. He also said, ‘“‘Ask, and ye 
shall receive,’ and this includes much that we are 
prone to overlook. The stipulated conditions for 
proper prayer are given and are simple. These are 
“in spirit and in truth.” By the first is meant that 
since God is a Spirit and inhabits the spirit world 
we can come to Him only in our spirit—that is, 
through our spiritual faculties. By “truth” is meant 
that we are not to attempt to put ‘“‘anything over,” 
but pray in all honesty and sincerity. 

Volumes could be written on the subject of prayer, 
but I must hasten to the consideration of another 
phase of the subject, namely this: Will prayer affect 
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the ordinary operation of the laws of Nature? Will 
it effect a change in God’s plans? 

In the foregoing I have attempted to show how 
prayer is a spiritual necessity, even as breathing is 
a physical necessity, and is therefore a normal proc- 
ess. There come times in the experience of all when 
we are confronted with a danger, an evil, a fear, a 
sorrow, or any of the many eventualities which fall 
to the lot of human beings generally. In danger, for 
example, is it worth while to call upon God? That 
depends on the circumstances. Obviously, if I in 
all foolhardiness attempt to cross, in my auto, a rail- 
road track with an oncoming locomotive in the near 
distance and find myself in a dangerous predicament, 
I have no right to cry unto God for rescue. God 
expects of His children the reasonable exercise of 
intelligence in all their life’s activities. 

To me, the idea of Salvation embodies in it the 
fullest and completest development of all one’s 
faculties. Among these may be mentioned judg- 
ment, reasoning, prudence and alertness. Anyone 
possessing these faculties in an ordinary degree, even 
though not enhanced by the action of the Spirit of 
God, ought not to expose himself to unnecessary 
dangers. If, on the other hand, a person while 
walking in the path of duty with complete posses- 
sion of all his faculties finds himself in a dangerous 
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predicament, I believe he is justified in calling upon 
his God, because in this instance he is the object of 
circumstances over which he has no control. 

What does this calling upon God at a critical time 
accomplish? Will it effect a change in God’s plans 
as concerning the individual? I believe that God 
plans for each person the highest and best that He 
can give, and the giving is limited only by the capac- 
ity of the person to receive it. Each man’s life is 
a Plan of God, even as the world was a Plan of God. 
In the execution of the Plan as regards the world, 
obstacles—or as I have termed them, gaps—arose 
and these, as we have seen, did not affect the pro- 
gressive working out of the Plan. So in a human 
life obstacles will be found in the way, also dangers 
seen and unseen must somehow be overcome. Since 
a human life is actuated by intelligence and is not 
controlled alone by the forces of Nature, co-opera- 
tion by the individual is necessary. In the execution 
of the Plan as regards the individual, God and he 
work together. When now a gap in the individual’s 
life develops—a gap often like a yawning chasm, so 
that he knows not where to go nor which way to 
turn-—let him then turn his eyes heavenward and 
call upon the Lord, who is never far away but ex- 
ceedingly near, nearer than hands and feet, and the 
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We do not know what Plan God has for us, and 
our ideas as to this may differ from his, but this 
we do know—that-with a willingness to be led and 
an acceptance of the “‘hint of each new experience,” 
our life’s Plan will unfold itself to its ultimate per- 
fection. Our lives may be brief or they may be 
long, but length of life is not the standard by which 
to gauge completeness. The Saviour lived a brief 
life, but it was supremely complete. The curtain of 
our life’s drama may drop in the midst of a career, 
but not before our part has been played. Our end 
may be violent and yet in accordance with the Divine 
Plan. But since we do not know the time nor the 
method of our passing out of the realm of the phys- 
ical world, we are jealously to guard the life which 
has been given to us—guard it, I mean, from fool- 
hardy acts. So in perplexity and trouble we may 
be free to call upon God, for He hears our cries and 
knows a way of delivery. We are told, however, 
that he that would save his physical life may lose 
it and, conversely, he that loses it in the line of duty 
finds it. So the best method is to commit one’s life 
to the Almighty and do one’s level best with it in 
the meantime. 

Can a prayer to God change the forces of Na- 
ture? If we are in complete harmony with the 
Creator, living a spiritual life, we need not neces- 
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sarily be bound by the limitations of ordinary laws 
of Nature. If necessity arise in the completion of 
our life’s work, there are at our disposal all the 
forces of the Universe. These forces we have but a 
faint conception of, but this we know—the creative 
power of God is backing and supporting us. 

In the prayer wherein is found this petition, ‘Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” we 
are taught to remember that temptations are neces- 
sary for the strengthening of our moral fibre, but 
that overwhelming temptation might prove disas- 
trous. The giant tree of the forest is enabled to 
withstand a terrific strain by virtue of the fact of 
having withstood repeated assaults, each causing the 
roots to bury themselves deeper and deeper into the 
ground. We may imagine a tree praying in this 
wise: ‘Lord of Creation, do not let too heavy a wind 
strike me ere I have had time to sink my roots deeply 
enough into the earth so as to enable me to with- 
stand!” 

The second part of the prayer, “Deliver us from 
evil,” is a cry for rescue from the snares, pitfalls, 
yawning gaps, and all other dangers which are apt 
to beset our way. 

After all, prayer accomplishes a two-fold purpose. 
The first is the bringing about of a harmony between 
us and the Symphony of the Universe. The other 
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is the full submission to the will of God. Prayer 
can be likened to the wire intended to connect the 
motor with a dynamo. Let us consider these two 
important parts in electrical machinery. There is 
the generator, or dynamo, continuously giving off 
energy; there is also the motor, or the apparatus 
designed to utilize for a useful purpose the energy 
generated by the dynamo. One of these machines, 
the dynamo, is functioning; the other, the motor, is 
in readiness but needs to be connected. So long as 
the connection is not made, which permits the flow 
of the electrical current from the dynamo to the 
motor, the latter remains inert and useless; but if 
connection be made there will result influx of energy 
which will enable the motor to revolve and perform 
the work intended by the maker for it to do. The 
element connecting the dynamo with the motor may 
or may not be in position. If not in position, there 
will be no activity on the part of the motor; while, 
on the other hand, if there be connection established, 
work will be done. God isthe dynamo. Man is the 
motor, and the connecting element is prayer. The 
analogy ends here, for, whereas the engineer at will 
connects or disconnects the motor with the dynamo, 
in the divine and human machine it is the latter 
which will or will not establish contact. 

It will be seen in human history that those who 
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have accomplished the seemingly impossible have 
been those who have maintained contact with God. 
The possibilities for achievement of all who likewise 
will establish this relationship, are practically limit- 
less. Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengtheneth me.” 


THE NEW BIRTH 


In connection with the Sixth Gap, it was observed 
that birth from above was not only a biological 
necessity but a spiritual necessity as well. 

The words of Jesus, as recorded in John’s Gospel, 
are so solemn, so positive and clear-cut that there is 
scarcely a possibility of misinterpreting or misunder- 
standing them. The Christian Church as a whole 
has included the doctrine of the New Birth in its 
creed. 

In spite of the emphasis given in this statement, 
by the Master, I find that nowadays a sermon is 
very seldom preached on the subject. Can it be 
said that our churches are relinquishing this doc- 
trine? I hope not, since it seems very fundamental 
in its import. It is one of the doctrines which ap- 
peals so much to one’s sense of the reasonableness 
of things. It would be far better to curtail dis- 
courses upon such subjects as sociology, politics, cur- 
rent events, and the like, and to specialize more on 
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the several phases of this all important matter. I 
mean that now, in view of the fact that spiritual 
values are in the minds of many so lightly regarded, 
there should be almost a frantic effort on the part 
of church leaders to preach as Paul did, seriously 
and emphatically, ‘‘in season and out of season” 
this Christian Dogma, in order that a counteracting 
influence may be set in motion among the people, to 
the end that many may be made to believe the truth 
and enter into the new life. 

If Nicodemus, two thousand years ago, was de- 
serving of reproof for not having acquired knowl- 
edge of this mystery, how much more are not our 
modern teachers deserving of reproof, if they de 
not recognize this as a fundamental doctrine, and 
teach it, and preach it continually and persistently? 
In order that many may enter the Kingdom of God, 
the realm of the spiritual world, there must be a 
realization of the necessity of the new birth, and 
this cannot become sufficiently recognized unless the 
people be taught along this line. This teaching is 
vested in the clergy. 

Another important matter may be emphasized in 
this connection. Since the creation of a new being 
in the life of an individual does not endow that 
individual with a full grown spiritual nature, it be- 
comes necessary to carefully tend and nurture that 
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new spiritual life in order that it may grow and 
develop under the most favorable circumstances. A 
child just born requires careful attention on the part 
of its parents for its physical welfare. Just so will 
that new-born spiritual entity require careful and 
intelligent nurturing, both on the part of the indi- 
vidual and the organized Church. To this end, 
proper instruction becomes indispensable. In order 
that there may be continuous spiritual growth, the 
requirements for normal growth must be complied 
with. ‘These requirements are well known and may 
be mentioned again: food (and drink), breathing 
and exercise. The food is the Word of God; the 
drink is the consciousness of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit; breathing is prayer; and exercise is the direct- 
ing of spiritual energies towards worthwhile aims. 
All these things are essential, and it is the func- 
tion of the Church to recognize these and to act 
accordingly. Encouragement is also necessary. 
It would be folly to expect of the newly-born the 
same perfection of character as of the more mature. 
Consequently, he should be warned of dangers and 
encouraged to persevere, even if at first there may be 
frequent stumblings and falls. There should be 
prepared the proper soil for the implantation of a 
spiritual birth. This soil is prepared by inspira- 
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tional importunity and tactful approach. This 
latter is particularly true as regards adults. With 
children, who at no time are very far from the 
threshold of spiritual life, a proper atmosphere 
should pervade the homes in which they are to 
be found. The atmosphere can be created when 
there are present in the home, parents who, them- 
selves, are spiritually alive. In such homes, the 
things pertaining to God’s kingdom occupy a prom- 
inent place, and there will then be an attitude of 
reverence and loyalty to God. In such a home at- 
mosphere, the children will unconsciously receive 
the new birth. Obviously, this is the most favorable 
time for the event to take place, and all energies 
should be employed towards providing for children 
such a home environment. Perhaps the most grat- 
ifying experience that can come to a parent who has 
the welfare of his children at heart is the discovery 
of the mysterious process of the spiritual birth of a 
child having taken place. It were well did all Chris- 
tians take heed to the words spoken by the Master 
to Peter as recorded in the last chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel. After asking Peter the question, “Lovest 
thou me?” Peter replied, ‘Yea, Lord, thou knowest 


that I love thee.” He saith unto him, “Feed my 
lambs.” 
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THE SUPERMAN 


We fondly dream of a future time when there 
shall have evolved human beings much superior in 
every respect to those living today. This dream is 
not so fantastic as it may at first appear. Granting 
the possibility, what factors will be instrumental in 
bringing this about? Mankind has already made 
much progress since Paleolithic days, and what is 
to hinder a continuance of progress? 

According to the Divine Plan, we have every 
reason to believe that there is in store for the human 
race a nobler type of homo sapiens than ever entered 
the imaginations of the thoughtful. There may be 
some, however, who entertain the notion that man- 
kind, especially as represented by the so-called civil- 
ized nations, is perfect enough; that since man is the 
noblest work of God, ultimate perfection has been 
reached. Nothing is farther from the truth. One 
of the most humiliating discoveries of the century 
was the human savagery manifested during the 
World War. It conclusively showed that under- 
neath the veneer of civilization there still existed the 
raw primitive instinct of selfishness in all its hideous 
phases. 

The other side of the picture, however, is more 
encouraging. At no time in the world’s history has 
there been apparent such devotion to ideals as ob- 
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tained during the great conflict. It seems to me as 
if the Almighty permitted this war to occur out of 
a desire to demonstrate in concrete form several 
fundamental truths. The first of these was the rela- 
tion between cause and effect. That is to say, if 
self-aggrandizement on the part of individuals or 
nations be permitted full sway, the ultimate effect 
will be disaster. In the second place, war disclosed 
the real and not apparent in individuals. Thirdly, 
it showed the futility of war as an instrument where- 
with to settle international disputes. Finally, it 
demonstrated the spirit of individual and organized 
charity, and concern for humanity generally. 

Yes, we have advanced in some directions, but 
in others we still seem to be where we were cen- 
turies ago. And were it not for the leavening influ- 
ence of Christianity our condition would be critical 
indeed. But, thanks to the Christian religion, man- 
kind is in position at least to come to its senses, as 
did the prodigal son, after having endured humilia- 
tion and hardship and disgrace while separated from 
his father’s house.- We are now, fortunately, in a 
stage of earnest deliberation upon vital questions 
pertaining to national and international relation- 
ships, and the final decisions, let us hope, will be 
for greater sanity. 

Many things give promise of the coming of the 
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superman. In the first place there is the Divine Plan, 
in which is contained the purpose of the gradual evo- 
lution of mankind into a higher and more perfect 
type. 

Did it ever occur to you to regard the prophesies 
as given in the Bible as promises relating to the 
future of man? The Bible is the most optimistic of 
all books in existence today. It clearly teaches the 
coming of a New Era. A Kingdom of Righteousness 
is clearly foretold, wherein knowledge of God shall 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. In the 
New Testament there are found passages clearly 
pointing to a new era for man. In the injunction to 
“be perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect,” 
there is implied the possibility of perfection. 

The superman will be a perfect man. Let us see, 
if possible, just what will constitute the perfect 
superman. In the first place, the final product of 
man will be along lines of Evolution. He may de- 
velop along natural lines up to a certain point, until 
the gap discussed before in this book has been 
reached. Then God must step in and bridge the 
gap between natural and spiritual man. J cannot 
conceive of superman as a product of natural evo- 
lution alone. He must be a product of regenerate 
man, with the evolutionary process extending beyond 
the gap. 
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The gap having been bridged by the creative act 
of God so that a new creature is in the process of 
development, let us see what we may expect of this 
new creature. He has the benefit of all that has 
gone before. All the experiences of the past, all 
the advantages of scientific attainments, all collat- 
eral advantages of the present, all prophesies of the 
future—all are his. We shall consider the super- 
man in this way: 


1. Physical Superman 


He will be a product of scientific breeding. The 
new science of Eugenics will have done its work. 
The begetting of human offspring nowadays is 
largely a matter of instinct. It speaks well for the 
human race that in spite of the-absence of intelli- 
gence, much less scientific considerations in the 
matter of procreating offspring, we find ourselves 
no worse than we are. This has been largely due 
in the distant past to Nature’s process of eliminat- 
ing the unfit. We have the law of the survival of 
the fittest to thank for the stamina of the race as it 
is today. In the future, there will be intelligent 
co-operation between Nature and man in respect to 
the function of procreation. Instead of blind pas- 
sion, sudden whim, convenience, and like considera- 
tions, with a total disregard for fitness on the part 
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of the contracting parties in the marriage relation, 
there will be intelligent selection in the choosing of a 
mate and always a thought in the minds of the 
parties of the resultant offspring. 

Let me digress, for a moment, to point out what 
character of domestic livestock we would have, had 
not intelligent mating and breeding been exercised. 
We have produced, through selective breeding, 
strains in animals which we deem desirable and have 
at the same time eliminated other undesirable char- 
acteristics. I need not point out the difference be- 
tween thoroughbred and “‘scrub”’ stock, as found in 
all countries in the world. It is almost a stigma 
or at least a reflection on the part of the agriculturist 
or breeder in whatever specialty he may be engaged, 
to have in his possession so-called “‘scrub’’ stock, 
since it is generally known that such stock is un- 
profitable to own. So we see how public sentiment 
regards unscientific breeding. Strangely, if now, the 
proposition of begetting desirable human offspring 
be presented to the same parties concerned in stock 
raising, many of them fail to see any similarity. This 
attitude will in time be overcome. How shall it 
be overcome? Only by education. 

Medical men know whereof they speak, when they 
point out the tragic consequences of human mismat- 
ing. These are everywhere brought to their atten- 
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tion. Let me give only a few examples. A strong, 
well-bred young man weds a weak, puny young 
woman, having a family background of tubercular 
infection. It is generally known in this profession 
that a child, born in a family in which any of its 
members (and especially is this true of the mother 
of the child) has developed and succumbed to 
tuberculosis, is likely to become infected through 
contact with any other member. In this case, the 
young woman, though charming and cultured in 
every way, had been exposed to tubercular infection 
on the father’s side, and herself showed a latent 
tubercular tendency. Marriage between these two 
young people took place. A child was born, and 
the unfortunate mother went into a state of decline 
and finally succumbed to pulmonary tuberculosis. 
But this is not the end of the story. The child born 
in this wedlock contracts the germs of the disease 
and only the future will tell whether the infection 
will be overcome. 

Another example from my own observation. A 
pure, lovely woman marries a man apparently in 
excellent physical condition. A child is born, but 
not a normal child. Something seems to be the 
matter with it. A doctor is called to make a diag- 
nosis and feels justified in performing a blood 
test to ascertain the presence or absence of a 
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certain disease. The result of the test shows that 
the father, the mother, and the child are all infected 
by the same disease. Where did it originate? As 
a young man, the father had sown his wild oats, and, 
as frequently happens. in such cases he had contracted 
a disease which he still had, though he believed him- 
self cured. Accordingly, he passed it on to his lovely 
mate and to his innocent offspring. 

One more example: Two young people marry. 
In the course of time they have several children. 
Two of them develop epileptic fits. Inquiries into 
the history of this family reveal the fact that the 
mother is epileptic. Many other examples could 
be given, but it is not a pleasant subject to discuss, 
though necessary to illustrate my point. These will 
be sufficient. 

The three examples given, showing unfitness on 
the part of one or the other in the marriage rela- 
tionship, clearly suggest one outstanding fact, viz: 
that marriage in these cases should not-have taken 
place. Wow could they have been obviated? Had 
either party in these three cases taken their physi- 
cian into their confidence and acted upon his advice, 
there either would not have been a marriage or, had 
marriage occurred, conception could have been pre- 
vented. The continuance of many diseases, both of 
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physical and mental character, is dependent upon 
the factor of reproduction. 

The man of the future will be the product of 
intelligent breeding, and he will not be compelled 
to enter life with the handicap of latent physical 
infirmities. Public sentiment, then, will have evolved 
into a state of intolerance and abhorrence towards 
any factor which in any way will tend to lower the 
physical standard of humanity. I need not point 
out that disease, poverty, and crime are a trio often 
closely linked together; that most of the misery of 
mankind is directly or indirectly caused by them. 
To me, disease is an anomaly. It does not properly 
belong in human experience. It accomplishes noth- 
ing of value, and in no degree does it glorify the 
Creator. 

Since disease plays one of the most important 
roles in retarding physical progress of man, it must 
be done away with. The question of the elimination 
or at least the control of disease confronts the medi- 
cal profession directly, and humanity at large in- 
directly. How may disease be eliminated? The 
answer is through widespread and comprehensive 
education. I have already touched upon the trans- 
mission of disease through unfit marriages. By the 
marriage only of those physically fit to produce per- 
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fect offspring, one great source will have been 
removed. 

A great class of disease is caused by bacterial 
activity. The medical profession has done miracu- 
lous things and is still engaged in devising means 
whereby infectious diseases may be eliminated. By 
means of methods already known and others yet to 
be discovered, disease will eventually be controlled 
and possibly eradicated. One of the chief functions 
of the State will be that of co-ordinating all activities 
devoted to the prevention and control of disease. 
The amount of money now used for the maintenance 
of jails, insane asylums, and like institutions will be 
gradually diverted towards projects having the ob- 
ject to eradicate the causes operative now in supply- 
ing such institutions with inmates. In other words, 
the present unscientific and irrational attempts at 
dealing with the problems of crime and disease will 
give way to a concentration on causes rather than 
effects. 

Scientific use of foodstuffs will be generally ob- 
served. Since nutrition plays another important 
part in the physical development of the individual, 
much attention along these lines will be given. Be- 
ginning with the prospective mother und continuing 
with the babe and throughout the child’s life, proper 
feeding will be observed in accordance with Nature’s 
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laws. For instance, there will be proper emphasis 
placed upon a woman’s fitness for the function of giv- 
ing birth to a normal child. Her physical and mental 
qualifications will be deciding factors. The woman 
will then prepare herself for childbearing in order 
that her child may enter life under most favorable 
circumstances. Of course, her child will be nursed 
at the maternal breast and subsequently be given 
those foods which are found to be conducive to nor- 
mal growth. The interest of the State will begin 
before the birth of a child and continue throughout 
the child’s life. The entire home environment will 
be conducive to a child’s normal development. 

Our superman, having now been spared unfavor- 
able ancestry, disease, and improper feeding, and 
surrounded with hygienic conditions, such as sun- 
shine, good air and water, and other factors, will 
possess a rugged physique and be full of vitality and 
physical power. The male will possess rugged beauty, 
physical strength, and in all respects be a perfect 
physical machine, with all organs functioning in per- 
fect harmony. The female will possess, though 
maintaining in all particulars female characteristics, 
lithe, graceful physical strength combined with a 
natural charm surpassing imagination. She will not 
resort to artificial means of modifying that which 
Nature has decreed as being harmonious in the en- 
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tire ensemble. She will be broad between the hips 
and full bosomed and with a skin soft as velvet and 
glowing with the vigor of health. Her stature will 
be on the average a few inches below that of the 
male. 


2. Mental Superman 


Superman, and obviously here is included both 
sexes, possesses more than a perfect body. Since a 
perfect body tends to house a mind of similar char- 
acter, we find a mentality which in every respect does 
honor to the physique. In the perfect body, there 
is the normal functioning of all its parts, so in the 
mind there is the full development of all its facul- 
ties. The organs of special sense have not been 
neglected. The vision and hearing are keen. The 
senses of taste and smell have become developed to 
the extent of furnishing exquisite pleasure to the in- 
dividual. The multiplicity of flavors and odors de- 
vised for their enjoyment bear witness of this fact. 
There is a keenness of intellect which enables man 
to grasp, with very little effort, the essential facts 
in any situation when presented through observa- 
tion and study. A sixth sense, the psychic, has be- 
come developed so that man can now commune with 
the spiritual world. As this is more a spiritual de- 
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velopment than a mental, I shall discuss it in a later 
paragraph. 

The former secrets and mysteries of the universe 
are now no longer secret and mysterious. Super- 
man has solved them. By virtue of this achieve- 
ment, he is in reality, for the first time in human 
history, a “lord of creation” and a “monarch of all 
he surveys.” Understanding the forces of Nature, 
he knows how to utilize them to his and his fellow- 
man’s advantage. Mechanical contrivances of every 
sort perform the labor that man once had to per- 
form in the sweat of his brow. Yet he loves to work 
because it is not drudgery. He finds time for recre- 
ation, and sleep is a part of his regime. 

The accumulation of wealth for wealth’s sake 
alone is long since a thing of the past. He acquires 
wealth according to his earning capacity. The real- 
ization of the desirability of the common good has 
become a habit of thought. Differences between 
individuals and nations are amicably adjudicated by 
courts of law. Wars have long since ceased to be, 
and World Peace which in 1927 began to become 
possible is now an accomplished fact. In education, 
the superman is being trained in spiritual as well 


as in material values, and regards the former as the 
more essential. 
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3. Spiritual Superman 

The conception of God as the Father of all and 
its corollary, the Brotherhood of Man, is now funda- 
mental. The Golden Rule is basic law. The Ser- 
mon on the Mount is in actual practice. The Church 
is one, and Christ’s intercessory prayer that “they 
may all be one”’ has at last been answered. There 
are no schisms or divisions in the Church. All sects 
are united in one magnificent organization, operat- 
ing economically and effectively with the common 
aim of educating the people and in glorifying God. 
The Church enjoys a prestige such as she has never 
known before and is regarded as authority on things 
spiritual. Her influence in the world, in all its 
various activities, is tremendous. The Gospel of 
Salvation is still preached, but is now more com- 
prehensive, embodying salvation from sin in all its 
ramifications. The great Message of the Church is 
the observance of God’s law, by which is understood 
not only moral but physical law as well. Christ the 
Saviour is seeing the travail of His soul and is satis- 
fied with the results attained through His ministry. 
The entire world is becoming transformed through 
the power of the Gospel. 

The Race of Superman is increasing rapidly, and 
humanity as a whole is evolving into a higher type. 
The superman is essentially spiritual, having for his 
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ideal type the First Superman, Jesus of Nazareth. 
There is this difference, however, that whereas Jesus 
in His humility endured all suffering at the hands of 
His enemies finally culminating in the tragedy of 
the cross, His followers are now beings of superior- 
ity, endowed with physical, mental, and spiritual 
grandeur, whose personality inspires awe, not un- 
mixed with fear, on the part of those living on the 
lower plane. It is true, they have antagonists who, 
because of jealousy and other base motives, are re- 
luctant to recognize their leadership. But despite 
this opposition the group of supermen rule with a 
rod of iron, but always righteously. The prophesy, 
“He shall rule until He has put all enemies under 
His feet’’ is now in the process of fulfilment. Jesus, 
the Exalted Leader, now brooks no interference 
with the work in progress, since the final consumma- 
tion of God’s Plan is imminent. 

The sixth sense alluded to in the foregoing, the 
psychic, has now developed to a degree enabling 
superman to commune with the spiritual realm. 
Associated with the greatly developed natural spe- 
cial senses, with which we are all familiar, the 
psychic, formerly in a state of atrophy from disuse 
or, more properly, mankind having been debarred 
from its use, has now become an integral part of 
man’s structure. While not in the same degree of 
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development in all, some having it only slightly 
developed and others much more so, in superman 
this is a constant faculty. Moreover, the psychic 
manifestation is not associated with the spectacular 
or bizarre. It has been accepted as a normal func- 
tion in those having it, and is habitually employed 
with the other senses in all of life’s activities. The 
question might be asked, ‘“‘What does the psychic 
sense enable superman to see?” He does not “‘see”’ 
in the same manner as we see with our eyes. The 
psychic vision is inner vision. Therefore the special- 
ized nerve endings, such as obtain in the apparatus 
concerned in ordinary vision, are not brought into 
action. It is soul vision, and yet very real. More- 
over, the psychic sense is not visual in the ordinary 
meaning of the term, since it embodies the sense of 
hearing as well as all the other senses. In short, it 
is the sublimation or spiritualization of physical 
senses in their totality. 

There is a perception of the spirit world, not as 
being distant but near, everywhere within the con- 
sciousness round about the person. This pervades 
the entire environment. There is the consciousness 
of angelic beings, serving in various ways for the 
good of the individual. There is communion with 
the departed, but within definite limits. The first 
condition is that only those may communicate who 
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in this life lived in real harmony and affection, be- 
tween whom there existed a union of souls. A union 
of souls is indissoluble, and there may be granted 
between or among such, communion between the 
departed and those yet living the physical life. 

In passing, it may be of interest to consider for a 
moment the relationship existing between a mate 
who has died and gone into the spirit world and the 
other mate still living the physical life. If in this 
life the marriage was a union of souls, then that 
same union will continue in the other world. If, on 
the other hand, as so often is the case in human 
marriage relationships, there did not exist a union of 
souls, then there will be no recognition on the part 
of either party after separation by death. You 
will recall the problem the Jews presented to Jesus 
on one occasion. A particular woman had, as was 
the custom in that country, the experience of having 
married, successively, seven brothers, all of whom 
had died, leaving her a widow. The question put to 
Jesus was, ‘‘Whose wife will she be in the resurrec- 
tion,. seeing all seven brothers had married her?” 
Questions of a similar nature have often been asked, 
but seemingly no satisfactory answers have been 
given. The answer given by Jesus was that in the 
resurrection they are as the angels in Heaven, where 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage. 
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From what I have said before, I think we can see 
a solution. Take the illustration above. Of all the 
seven marriages between this woman and the re- 
spective brothers, perhaps not one was a real mar- 
tiage, that is, a union of two souls. Consequently, 
in the hereafter—or, as the story puts it, in the 
resurrection—there would be no relationship what- 
ever recognized between these persons, in which case 
they would be as total strangers to each other. 

A mother may have departed this life leaving one 
or more children. There is the possibility for those 
of the children who may have been in union with 
the mother to commune with her. A child depart- 
ing from its mother may be communicated with on 
the same basis. 

The second condition is that communion is per- 
mitted by God only when this may be conducive to 
joy on the part of the departed and of benefit or 
advantage to the other. A departed parent, looking 
at the matter from the human viewpoint, would 
naturally desire to watch over a child that has been 
bereft of parental care. A mother or father per- 
mitted to do this would often be plunged into deep- 
est distress upon beholding the physical or moral 
danger threatening a beloved child. But when the 
child walks the right way and thinks right thoughts 
occasional glimpses are vouchsafed in order that joy 
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and happiness may ensue. It is a part of the mercy 
of God that the loved ones who inhabit Heaven are 
made oblivious of most of the things happening in 
the physical realm. 

And so superman has glimpses of his departed 
loved ones. He also beholds, more or less clearly— 
depending upon his spiritual status—The Saviour of 
the World and the Holy One. Such revelations are 
of necessity rare. The Spirit of God, who, through 
his entire life has been a constant Friend and 
Helper, becomes increasingly real to his conscious- 
ness until, when his development has reached a neces- 
sary stage, he will commune with Him as friend to 
friend. 

You will perhaps accuse me of having allowed 
my imagination too much sway. This is not entirely 
a product of imagination, I assure you. Like 
prophets who essay to predict coming events, I am 
influenced by the trend of the present. Superman 
is logically a product of Evolution and therefore 
according to the Plan of the Creator: 


“Tt does not yet appear what we shall be, but this we 
know, when He shall be revealed we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 


I do not know whether the advent of the super- 
man is coincident with the so-called ‘‘Millenium,” 
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since I confess ignorance concerning this era, unless 
it mark the culmination of God’s creation. I can- 
not say that I feel particularly interested in the 
_ Millenium because, according to the passages in 
Scripture referring to it, we are led to believe that 
it will, after a period of time, give way to chaos, 
and if this interpretation be correct it seems to be 
at variance with the progressive unfolding of the 
Plan of God. This, to me, is not in harmony with 
revelation as contained in Science and in Biblical 
teaching. I much prefer to look for a gradual, 
though continuous, onward progress in the unfold- 
ing of God’s Plan, without at the end a sudden cessa- 
tion without any apparent objective in view. 

Whatever viewpoint one may hold with regard 
to the Millenium, I feel that we are justified in look- 
ing forward to the dawn of an era on this earth 
when humanity will enter into a proper relationship 
toward God and its individual members, when the 
factors which now retard the progress of humanity 
will have been overcome, when the question of the 
object of man’s existence will have been answered, 
and when there will be a beginning realization of 
the things Paul speaks of in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, when he says: 


“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
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into the heart of man the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him.” 


I will close with these words of the Psalmist: 


“Praise ye the Lord. 
Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: 
Praise Him from the heights. 
Praise ye Him, all His angels; 
Praise ye Him, all His hosts. 
Praise ye Him, sun and moon; 
Praise Him all ye stars of light.” ... 

“Let them praise the name of the Lord. 
For He commanded, and they were created. 
He hath also established them for ever and ever: 
He hath made a decree which shall not pass. 
Praise the Lord from the earth; 
Ye dragons, and all deeps; 
Fire, and hail, snow, and vapors; 
Stormy wind fulfilling His word. 
Mountains, and all hills, 
Fruitful trees, and all cedars; 
Beasts, and all cattle, 
Creeping things, and flying fowl; 
Kings of the earth, and all people; 
Princes, and all the judges of the earth; 
Both young men and maidens; 
Old men, and children; 
Let them praise the name of the Lord; 
For His name alone is excellent; 
His glory is above the earth and heaven.” . 


1Psalm 148, omitting verses 4 and 14. 
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